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CODE 409

This prescribed forestry specification guide sheet encompasses ONLY the following purposes from the 409 standard:
1.  Improve wildlife habitat.

2.  Maintain or improve plant diversity.

In addition, this specification is ONLY for use in the Healthy Forest Reserve Program.

The work shall consist of preparing and implementing a written document, herein termed “prescription”, that provides all of the information required by the standard, this specification guide sheet, and any required guidelines developed for the target or focus species/habitat as designated in the contract.

The Prescribed Forestry (409) Practice Statement of Work and Job Sheet may also be used as checklists for the required documentation. 

Wildlife Habitat

When specific wildlife species are the focus of management, strategies and prescriptions will be developed and implemented to provide for targeted species biological and ecological needs.

Use stream crossing methods and materials that reduce beaver-related damage and provide for passage of aquatic organisms and terrestrial wildlife.  For example, install over-sized open-arch culverts or use removable, portable bridges.

Plant Diversity

Provide and implement management recommendations to enhance biodiversity at the stand and landscape levels.  For example, establish and manage wider riparian protection zones than required by law or needed to alleviate water quality concerns.  Riparian habitat integrity and function will improve, as will habitat connectivity with adjacent forestland.

Target management for “umbrella” or “indicator” species.  Umbrella species (e.g, American marten, Canada lynx, American woodcock) are those species to which management is directed and benefits will extend to a wide range of co-existing species in the same habitat, which may be lesser known and difficult to manage for otherwise.  Indicator species are those whose status provides information on the overall condition of an ecosystem and are sensitive to changes in habitat conditions (e.g., salmonids, Canada lynx).

DOCUMENTATION

This guide sheet includes specific documentation requirements.

Prescribed Forestry practice documentation will always include the following information:

1. General Property Information including: Landowner and Design Preparer name and address, property location including town and county, and number of years covered by this information.

2. Landowner goals and objectives, including long range wildlife habitat and silvicultural goals.

3. Summary of Land Use/Forest Cover Types and their acreages (for non-forest land follow NRCS land use designations).

4. General Conditions of the Property including harvest history, types and amount of topography/hydrology and soils, and types, amounts and condition of access. Also include references to other management plans that pertain to this property, including, but not limited to, wildlife habitat, NRCS conservation, Tree Growth, Tree Farm, and Third Party Certification.

5. Resource Inventory and analysis including: field inventory method(s) used, individual stand/plant community/wildlife habitat (upland and wetland both) descriptions (include type, amount, and condition), and type and amounts, if any, of soil, water, air, plant and animal problems.  Also inventory species and extent of plants and animals of special concern, types and amount of cultural resources that may be affected, unique plant communities, and other natural features (include recreation and aesthetic values when this is an objective) on the property.  Tables, charts and maps may be used where appropriate and shall be included in the prescription.

Field inventory method and accuracy shall comply, at a minimum, with the MFS standard for WoodsWISE Forest Stewardship Plans.  Dominant overstory, understory and ground layer species shall be described with at least scientific name and estimated basal area, percent cover, or stems per acre amount depending on the vegetation type.

6. Maps delineating property boundaries, property location, topography, soils, land use/forest type/wildlife habitat maps, timber production areas, road/trail system, riparian buffers/zones, water resources, known special concern and protected species and habitat area occurrences, historical and cultural resources, and other maps, tables, and charts as needed.  Always include appropriate legends and interpretation sheets with maps.  Provide maps with, at a minimum, enough detail and accuracy to be able to locate items in the field. An example of some items to include are: map scale, lat/long (at a minimum, but may be other approved GIS formats) of known property boundary corners, lat/long of known road locations, and lat/long of any other important natural and man-made features, like riparian buffers, and occurrences of protected species/habitats.  

 7. Prescription alternatives and specifications summarized for the entire property and by individual stand, including stand management specifications with type of silviculture/habitat management system to be used, practice amounts, estimated costs, and suggested time schedule for implementation.

8. Prescription shall also include specifications for the protection of other natural resources including but not limited to water, soil, wildlife, non-target plants and habitats, and cultural resources.

9. An Operation and Maintenance Plan that evaluates the forest/habitat conditions yearly, at the minimum, and may revise the prescription(s) and/or annual project plan in accordance with both the findings of the evaluation, the target species/habitat management guidelines, and the prescribed forestry standard and specification guide sheet.   

10. Summary of legal obligations including tax status and required environmental compliance, such as permits, if needed.
11.  Include full references to other plans and literature cited. 
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Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  Any questions or comments, contact Sally Butler, Forester, at 207-990-9557 or email sally.butler@me.usda.gov.
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