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Early Successional Habitat Development & Management
Maine Conservation Practice Job Sheet -                   ME-647
Rotational Mowing

[image: image4.png]Fig. 2. Hay fields should be mowed from the center
outward to allow birds to escape to adiacent habitats.




Definition
Rotationally manage upland early plant succession to benefit desired wildlife that uses upland wildlife or natural communities.
Purpose
Proper management of upland early successional habitat management increases plant community diversity by increasing the vertical and horizontal plant structure and plant species diversity in the landscape.  Frequently, these important habitat types are under-represented in the landscape or are managed in such a way that it does not benefit wildlife. Habitat is improved by rotational management to create a diverse habitat matrix of grasslands, old fields, shrub lands and young forest land to benefit wildlife.  Mowing, bush-hogging or other mechanical management used will increase habitat value for featured wildlife and will be timed to avoid the primary reproductive season (April 15-August 1) of many wildlife species.  Food produced through creation of diverse upland early successional cover (e.g., grass, grass-like, forb, tree, shrub and/or vine) may include, but are not limited to:  insects, seeds, forage, woody browse, nectar, nuts and berries.
A diverse group of wildlife will benefit from creation and management of upland early successional habitat including pollinators, neotropical migrant and grassland birds, ruffed grouse, white-tailed deer, rabbits and hares, bats, and many others.  A number of the species directly benefited are declining in the Northeast due to loss of this habitat.  The plant and animal communities which use this type of habitat will also interact or serve as prey for species in the broader ecosystem.
Where used

Rotational upland early successional habitat management can be used in a variety of locations and situations.  Typically it is used in hayfields, fallow fields, old fields, shrub lands, lands reverting to forest and forest land.  The practice may also be used to create early successional habitat in the form of a transitional soft edge or ecotone between a field and forest land.
Operation and maintenance

The following actions shall be carried out to insure that this practice functions as intended throughout its expected life.  These actions include normal repetitive activities in the application and use of the practice (operation), and repair and upkeep of the practice (maintenance).

· Periodic disturbance will be required to ensure maintenance of this practice.

· Any use of fertilizers, pesticides and other chemicals to assure early successional management shall not compromise the intended purpose.

· Annually inspect and repair structural or vegetative components of this practice.

Specifications

[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]Site-specific requirements are listed on the specifications sheet. Additional provisions may be entered on the job sketch sheet. Specifications are prepared in accordance with the ME NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. See practice standard Early Successional Habitat Development and Maintenance, code 647.
Early Successional Wildlife Habitat Development and Management
Specification Sheet – Rotational Mowing
	For:       
	Farm #:       

	
	Tract #:       

	Designed By:       
	NRCS Job Authority Approval By:
Signature:

	Date:       
	Date:       


	Management Goals/Objectives: 

	See Conservation plan


	Vegetation Management

	Fields
	Type of Management1
	Management Frequency2, 3

	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	
	 FORMDROPDOWN 
 
	 FORMDROPDOWN 


	Notes (e.g., type of treatment and additional details as needed, refer to any attached NRCS technical notes, etc.):

Fields shall be split into separate management units and mowed on a 2 or 3-year rotation (see Fig. 1) depending on soil fertility to create a mosaic of slightly different habitat structure and to control encroachment of woody species.  Less fertile fields should be mowed on a 3-year rotation, and more fertile fields every two years.

Depending on the rotation, field acres are to be split into halves (2-year rotation) or thirds (3-year rotation) with only one unit mowed in a given year.  All mowing shall occur during daylight hours between August 2nd and October of a calendar year, with mower blades set at 8 inches or higher, and mowing shall be from the center of a field outward (Fig 2).



1 – Any wildlife openings are to be 3 acres or less; unless approved by the NRCS State Office.

2 – The only time multiple treatments are allowed within a calendar year is to control invasive exotic plants.

3 – See conservation plan for recommended treatment year and month.
[image: image3.png]



	Structural Habitat Supplements

	Field(s)
	Type of Structure

(e.g., type of nest box, brush piles, snag\cavity tree, and\or large woody debris establishment, etc.)
	Number

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Notes (e.g., refer to attached as-built drawings, placement recommendations, NRCS technical notes, etc.):




Rotational Management of Upland Early Successional Wildlife Habitat

Specification Sheet – Rotational Mowing
	Operation and Maintenance (required):

	Annually inspect and repair structural or vegetative components of this practice.

	If present, clean out nest boxes and add appropriate nesting material prior to applicable nesting periods for the species.

	Cover will not be disturbed during the primary nesting season (April 15 to August 1 of a calendar year).

	Persistent, aggressive weeds are to be controlled.  Treatments to control such weeds (e.g., quackgrass, thistle, bedstraw, lambs ear) may involve use of selective herbicides according label instructions or by periodic mowing after the nesting season.  A sickle-bar mower is recommended, but a rotary mower can be used.  All mower blades shall be elevated and operated at a height of least 8 inches.  

	Any use of pesticides and other chemicals shall follow label instructions and will not compromise the intended purpose.

	     


	Recommended Conservation Measures (not required): 

	     

	     

	     

	     


If needed, an aerial view or a side view of the practice can be shown below. Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional as-built diagrams, planting specifications, etc., may be attached.

Scale 1"=      ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")
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The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital or familial status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact the USDA Office of Communications (202) 720-2791.

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Fig.1. Field split into 3 near equal parts and mowed on a 3-year rotation.
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