
 610.71 Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheets - Maine

WETLANDS 
NECH 610.97 
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 

Guide Sheet Review:
Alternative 1:
Alternative 2:

Other:

Client/Plan 
Information:

STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: Are wetlands present in or near the planning area? NOTE: This includes ALL  
wetlands except those artificial wetlands created by irrigation water. Thus areas determined 
as Prior Converted (PC) per the 1985 Food Security Act and non-irrigation induced irrigation 
 wetlands (AW), which retain wetland characteristics, are wetlands as they relate to the 
Wetland Protection Policy.

NO

YES

If "No", document this on the ME-CPA-52. (If the area could qualify as an "other 
water of the U.S." such as lakes, streams, channels, or other impoundment or  
conveyance, a Clean Water Act Section 404 or River and Harbors Act Section 10  
may be required from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Refer to the Clean 
Water Act guide sheet).
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP:Will the proposed action or alternative impact any wetland areas (this includes  
changing wetland types when considering wetland restoration projects).

NO

YES

If "No",  document your finding on form ME-CPA-52, along with any additional 
supporting evidence and proceed with planning. 
  
If "Yes", TSPs STOP HERE, note "careful evaluation of impacts to wetlands 
needed" on the ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for Wetlands 
and continue with planning. Go to Step 3. 
  
NRCS: describe on form ME-CPA-52 the effects of the proposed activity on the  
wetland area.  

This guide sheet addresses policy relative to the Food Security Act of 1985, GM 190, Part 410.26, E.O. 
11990, "Protection of Wetlands", and the Revised NRCS Wetland Technical Assistance Policy 7 CFR 
Part 650, November 17, 1997. Use the Clean Water Act guide sheet for addressing wetland concerns  
relating to the Clean Water Act.
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STEP 3. NRCS: Do practicable actions or alternatives exist which either enhance wetland  
functions and values or avoid or minimize harm to wetlands?

NO

YES

If "No", a "minimal effects determination" will need to be conducted. If it is 
determined that impacts to wetlands are likely to be minimal, proceed with planning. 
If it is determined that the action will likely exceed minimal effects, NRCS can 
provide assistance only if adequate compensatory mitigation plan is 
provided. NRCS can assist with the development of a compensatory mitigation 
plan for the functions and values that were lost. Prior to or concurrent with NRCS, 
the client should obtain all necessary permits or approvals related to work in the 
wetland. Document on ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
If “Yes”, inform the client and advise them of the available options(s). (If there is a  
practicable action or alternative that will avoid impacts, the client MUST choose the 
alternative. HOWEVER, under Swampbuster, if the participant wants to convert a 
wetland the statue affords the mitigation exemptions without question.) Proceed to 
Step 4.
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STEP 4. NRCS: Does the client wish to pursue an identified practicable action or alternative that will 
enhance wetland functions and values, or avoid/minimize harm to wetlands?

NO

YES

If "No", advise the client regarding eligibility criteria under the FSA as amended, and 
that the NRCS may assist with the development of acceptable associated mitigation 
for swampbuster, but can not offer further technical or financial assistance for the  
wetland conversion activity itself. Prior or concurrent with NRCS assistance, the  
client should obtain all necessary permits or approvals related to work in wetlands. 
Document on the ME-CPA-52.
If “Yes”, continue with planning and technical assistance for the activity, and if 
applicable, the development of an associated mitigation plan. Prior to or concurrent 
with NRCS assistance, the client should obtain all necessary permits or approvals  
related to work in wetlands (including those required under the Clean Water Act). 
Document on the ME-CPA-52.
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STEP 3.  
NRCS: Do practicable actions or alternatives exist which either enhance wetland 
functions and values or avoid or minimize harm to wetlands?
If "No", a "minimal effects determination" will need to be conducted. If it is
determined that impacts to wetlands are likely to be minimal, proceed with planning.
If it is determined that the action will likely exceed minimal effects, NRCS can
provide assistance only if adequate compensatory mitigation plan is
provided. NRCS can assist with the development of a compensatory mitigation
plan for the functions and values that were lost. Prior to or concurrent with NRCS,
the client should obtain all necessary permits or approvals related to work in the
wetland. Document on ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
If “Yes”, inform the client and advise them of the available options(s). (If there is a 
practicable action or alternative that will avoid impacts, the client MUST choose the
alternative. HOWEVER, under Swampbuster, if the participant wants to convert a
wetland the statue affords the mitigation exemptions without question.) Proceed to
Step 4.
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STEP 4.  
NRCS: Does the client wish to pursue an identified practicable action or alternative that will
enhance wetland functions and values, or avoid/minimize harm to wetlands?
If "No", advise the client regarding eligibility criteria under the FSA as amended, and
that the NRCS may assist with the development of acceptable associated mitigation 
for swampbuster, but can not offer further technical or financial assistance for the 
wetland conversion activity itself. Prior or concurrent with NRCS assistance, the 
client should obtain all necessary permits or approvals related to work in wetlands.
Document on the ME-CPA-52.
If “Yes”, continue with planning and technical assistance for the activity, and if
applicable, the development of an associated mitigation plan. Prior to or concurrent
with NRCS assistance, the client should obtain all necessary permits or approvals 
related to work in wetlands (including those required under the Clean Water Act).
Document on the ME-CPA-52.
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