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NATURAL AREAS 
NECH 610.93  
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 

Guide Sheet Review:
Alternative 1:
Alternative 2:

Other:

Client/Plan 
Information:

STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: Are there any designated natural areas present in or within a 1/4 mile of the 
planning area?

NO

YES

If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning natural areas. Document 
your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative positively or negatively affect the natural  
area?

NO

YES

If "No",  additional evaluation is not needed concerning natural areas. Document 
your finding, including reasons on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 

If “Yes”,  go to Step 3. 

STEP 3. NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative benefit the natural area?

NO

YES

If “No", go to Step 4.

If “Yes”, document the beneficial effects on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with 
planning. 

Natural Areas are defined as land and water units where natural conditions are maintained. They may 
be designated areas of the Federal government, non-federal government, or by privately controlled 
land. Designation may be provided under Federal regulations, by foundations or conservation 
organizations, or by private landowners that specify it as such (GM 190, Part 410.23)

STEP 4. NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative maintain, protect, preserve or otherwise 
 benefit the natural area?

NO

YES

If “No", go to Step 5.

If “Yes”, document the effects on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with 
planning. 

STEP 5. NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative negatively affect the natural area?

NO

YES

If “No", document no effect on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 

If “Yes”, inform the client about the effects of the proposed action or alternatives on 
the identified natural areas. You must also encourage the client to consult with 
concerned parties to arrive at a mutually satisfactory alternative  
[GM 190, Part 410.23 (c) 4]. Document the effects of the action and any  
communications with the client on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
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STEP 1.  
NRCS/TSP: Are there any designated natural areas present in or within a 1/4 mile of the planning area?
If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning natural areas. Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 
STEP 2.  
NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative positively or negatively affect the natural 
area?
If "No",  additional evaluation is not needed concerning natural areas. Document
your finding, including reasons on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes”,  go to Step 3. 
STEP 3.  
NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative benefit the natural area?
If “No", go to Step 4.
If “Yes”, document the beneficial effects on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with
planning. 
Natural Areas are defined as land and water units where natural conditions are maintained. They may be designated areas of the Federal government, non-federal government, or by privately controlled land. Designation may be provided under Federal regulations, by foundations or conservation organizations, or by private landowners that specify it as such (GM 190, Part 410.23)
STEP 4.  
NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative maintain, protect, preserve or otherwise
 benefit the natural area?
If “No", go to Step 5.
If “Yes”, document the effects on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with
planning. 
STEP 5.  
NRCS/TSP: Will the proposed action or alternative negatively affect the natural area?
If “No", document no effect on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes”, inform the client about the effects of the proposed action or alternatives on
the identified natural areas. You must also encourage the client to consult with
concerned parties to arrive at a mutually satisfactory alternative 
[GM 190, Part 410.23 (c) 4]. Document the effects of the action and any 
communications with the client on the ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
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