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PRIME AND IMPORTANT FARMLANDS 
NECH 610.94 
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 

Guide Sheet Review:
Alternative 1:
Alternative 2:

Other:

Client/Plan 
Information:

STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: With the criteria found in the FPPA Rule (7 CFR Part 658.5), does the proposed  
action or alternative convert farmland to non-agricultural use? NOTE: Conversion does not  
include construction of on-farm structures necessary for farm operations. 

NO

YES

If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning prime and important 
farmland. Document your finding, including reasons on form ME-CPA-52 and 
proceed with planning. 

If “Yes,” go to Step 2. 

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP:Are prime farmland or farmlands of statewide or local importance present in or 
near the area that will be affected by the proposed action or alternative?  
Use the Web Soil Survey site to determine the farmland classification.  
Refer to "Instructions to Using WebSoil Survey" if unsure how to obtain maps of prime 
farmland or farmlands of statewide or local importance. 

NO

YES

If "No",  additional evaluation is not needed concerning prime farmland or farmlands 
of statewide or local importance. Document your finding, including reasons on  
form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 

If “Yes”, go to Step 3. 
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STEP 3. NRCS/TSP:Can the proposed action or alternative be modified to avoid adverse effects or 
conversion?

NO

YES

If "No",  document the adverse effects on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with  
planning. 
If “Yes”, TSPs STOP HERE, note "Further evaluation on Prime and Important 
Farmlands needed" on the ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block 
for Prime and Important Farmlands. and continue with planning.  
  
NRCS: modify and repeat Step 1 or contact the State Soil Scientist for further 
assistance.  
  
Note:  form AD-1006 entitled "Farmland Conversion Impact Rating" and form 
"NRCS-CPA-106 entitled "Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type 
Projects are used to document effects of projects that may convert farmland.

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/pdf_files/7cfr658.pdf
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/HomePage.htm
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/pdf_files/AD1006.PDF
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa/pdf_files/CPA106.pdf
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STEP 3.  
NRCS/TSP:Can the proposed action or alternative be modified to avoid adverse effects or
conversion?
If "No",  document the adverse effects on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with 
planning. 
If “Yes”, TSPs STOP HERE, note "Further evaluation on Prime and Important
Farmlands needed" on the ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for Prime and Important Farmlands. and continue with planning. 
 
NRCS: modify and repeat Step 1 or contact the State Soil Scientist for further
assistance. 
 
Note:  form AD-1006 entitled "Farmland Conversion Impact Rating" and form "NRCS-CPA-106 entitled "Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor Type Projects are used to document effects of projects that may convert farmland.
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