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RIPARIAN AREA 
NECH 610.95 
Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 

Guide Sheet Review:
Alternative 1:
Alternative 2:

Other:

Client/Plan 
Information:

STEP 1. NRCS/TSP: Is a riparian area present or near the planning area (Definition can be found in  
the GM 190, Part 411.)

NO

YES

If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning riparian areas. Document 
your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 

STEP 2. NRCS/TSP:Does the proposed action or alternative conflict with the conservation  
values/functions of the riparian area?

YES

If “Yes”, explain the values/functions of riparian areas to the client, including their 
contribution to floodplain function, streambank stability and integrity, nutrient  
cycling, pollutant filtering, sediment retention, biological diversity, and present' 
alternatives that will resolve the conflict (GM 190, Part 411.03). Then go to Step 3.

STEP 3. NRCS/TSP: Does the proposed action or alternative maintain or improve water quality and  
quantity benefits provided by the riparian area?

YES If “Yes”,  additional evaluation is not needed concerning riparian areas.  
Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 

NO If "No", Go to Step 3. 

NO
If "No", alternatives must be developed which maintain or improve water quality and 
quantity benefits, fish and wildlife benefits (GM 190, Part 411.03). When 
alternatives have been developed  and discussed with the client, go to Step 4.

STEP 4. NRCS/TSP: Is the client willing to modify the proposed action or alternative so that water 
quality and quantity benefits, fish and wildlife benefits provided by the riparian area are 
 maintained or improved?

YES
NRCS: If “Yes”,  no additional evaluation is needed concerning Riparian Areas.  
Document the finding along with any mitigation actions or modifications on the  
ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.

NO

If "No", TSPs STOP HERE, note "Riparian Area consultation needed" on the  
ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for Riparian Area and 
continue with planning.  
  
NRCS: inform the client that NRCS policy requires that the conservation plan must 
maintain or improve water quality and quantity benefits of riparian areas where  
they exist (GM 190, Part 411.3). If the client remains unwilling to modify the  
proposed action, NRCS must discontinue assistance on those portions of the plan 
 impacting riparian areas. If assistance is terminated, indicate the circumstances in  
the Remarks section of the ME-CPA-52. Be sure to also document in the case file 
 that the values of riparian areas were explained to the client and alternatives were  
provided, but the client declined to modify the proposed action.
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Evaluation Procedure Guide Sheet
Check all that apply to this 
Guide Sheet Review:
STEP 1.  
NRCS/TSP: Is a riparian area present or near the planning area (Definition can be found in 
the GM 190, Part 411.)
If "No", additional evaluation is not needed concerning riparian areas. Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If “Yes,”  go to Step 2. 
STEP 2.  
NRCS/TSP:Does the proposed action or alternative conflict with the conservation 
values/functions of the riparian area?
If “Yes”, explain the values/functions of riparian areas to the client, including their
contribution to floodplain function, streambank stability and integrity, nutrient 
cycling, pollutant filtering, sediment retention, biological diversity, and present'
alternatives that will resolve the conflict (GM 190, Part 411.03). Then go to Step 3.
STEP 3.  
NRCS/TSP: Does the proposed action or alternative maintain or improve water quality and 
quantity benefits provided by the riparian area?
If “Yes”,  additional evaluation is not needed concerning riparian areas. 
Document your finding on form ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning. 
If "No", Go to Step 3. 
If "No", alternatives must be developed which maintain or improve water quality and
quantity benefits, fish and wildlife benefits (GM 190, Part 411.03). When alternatives have been developed  and discussed with the client, go to Step 4.
STEP 4.  
NRCS/TSP: Is the client willing to modify the proposed action or alternative so that water
quality and quantity benefits, fish and wildlife benefits provided by the riparian area are
 maintained or improved?
NRCS: If “Yes”,  no additional evaluation is needed concerning Riparian Areas. 
Document the finding along with any mitigation actions or modifications on the 
ME-CPA-52 and proceed with planning.
If "No", TSPs STOP HERE, note "Riparian Area consultation needed" on the 
ME-CPA-52 in the Amount, Status, Description block for Riparian Area and continue with planning. 
 
NRCS: inform the client that NRCS policy requires that the conservation plan must maintain or improve water quality and quantity benefits of riparian areas where 
they exist (GM 190, Part 411.3). If the client remains unwilling to modify the 
proposed action, NRCS must discontinue assistance on those portions of the plan
 impacting riparian areas. If assistance is terminated, indicate the circumstances in 
the Remarks section of the ME-CPA-52. Be sure to also document in the case file
 that the values of riparian areas were explained to the client and alternatives were 
provided, but the client declined to modify the proposed action.
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