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Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management
Maine Conservation Practice Job Sheet                      ME-644
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Definition
Retaining, developing or managing wetland habitat for wetland wildlife.

Purpose

To maintain, develop, or improve wetland habitat for waterfowl, shorebirds, fur-bearers, or other wetland dependent or associated flora and fauna.

Where used

On or adjacent to wetlands, rivers, lakes and other water bodies where wetland associated wildlife habitat can be managed.  This practice applies to natural wetlands and/or water bodies as well as wetlands that have been previously restored (657), enhanced (659), and created (658). This practice will not be used to create, restore or enhance wetlands.

Resource management system

Wetland management is normally established as part of a management system to address natural resource conservation needs and landowner objectives.  For this practice to be fully effective, it should be installed with other components of a resource management system that helps protect soil, water, air, plant, animal (includes wildlife), and human resources.

Wetland values
Wetlands are incredibly important in the ecology of many aquatic and terrestrial species.  Soils, hydrology and vegetative characteristics of a wetland are influenced by land uses within a watershed.  The duration, frequency, and depth of flooding impacts wetland vegetative composition, function, and value to humans and wildlife.  
Therefore an assessment of existing (benchmark) wetland conditions and project objectives, goals and impacts will need to be carefully considered prior to management design and installation.  Post-practice installation monitoring, adaptive management and proper practice operation and maintenance are keys to successful management.
Specifications
This practice shall be designed, installed, operated and maintained according to criteria and specifications established for this practice standard.  Note:  Permits may be required prior to installation and maintenance of this practice.
Operation and maintenance

NRCS determined 1 year as the lifespan for practice standard Wetland Management, code 644.  Required actions shall be carried out to insure that this practice functions as intended throughout its lifespan.  These actions include normal repetitive activities in the application and use of the practice (operation), and repair and upkeep of the practice (maintenance).

Required:
· Use of fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides or other chemicals and mechanical treatments will not compromise targeted management to wetland functions and values.

· Species on Federal and Maine invasive or noxious lists will be maintained at less than 15% areal coverage.  If available and practicable, biological control of undesirable plant or pest species shall be used; otherwise, appropriate chemical and/or mechanical treatment will be used.

· Minimize excessive travel or use of any portion of the system that will harm or destroy vegetative cover and degrade wetland function and value.  Repair vandalism, vehicular, and livestock damage.

· Periodically inspect flap gates, control gates, valves and other appurtenances for proper functioning every six (6) months or sooner, and their ability to maintain water levels to design elevations.  Repair as necessary; remove all debris that hinders structures and system operation.

· Make sure all structure drains are functional and soil is not being transported through the drainage system.

· Keep screens and rodent guards maintained and in place.

· Fences, railings, and/or warning signs shall be maintained to provide warning and/or prevent unauthorized human or livestock entry.

· Check all timber\lumber for decay or other damage, especially sections in contact with earth or other materials.  Repair as necessary.

· Maintain safety measures for protection of humans and animals.

· Maintain travel-ways that provide access for operation and maintenance.

Site-specific requirements are listed on the attached specifications sheet.  Additional details may be entered on the job sketch sheet, in engineering designs, and in the scope of work developed for this standard. Specifications are prepared in accordance with the NRCS electronic Field Office Technical Guide (eFOTG).  See practice standard Wetland Management, code 644 in Section IV of the NRCS’ eFOTG for Maine.

Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management – Specification Sheet

	For:       
	Farm #:                           Tract #:       

	Designed by:       
	Approved By:       
Signature:

	Date:       
	Date:       


Management Information and Targets:
	Priority Wildlife/Habitat: check all that apply

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Waterfowl Management
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Shorebird Management

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Amphibian\Reptile Management
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Other:      

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Federally protected species (list):       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - NRCS Priority Species/Habitat (refer to the NRCS’ Fish and Wildlife Action Plan; list)       

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - State of Maine protected species (list):       
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - State of Maine designated Essential or Significant Wildlife Habitat (list)        
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Other (describe):      

	Vegetation Management:  briefly describe benchmark conditions and the planned vegetative management; and, check all means to be used to manage vegetation.

	     

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Establish native wetland plants (aquatic/herbaceous)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Establish native wetland plants (woody)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Establish riparian forest or herbaceous buffers, filter strips

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Control invasive/noxious species
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Exclude deleterious livestock/human activity
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Manage existing vegetation

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Critical area planting
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Other (describe):      

	Techniques to be Used:

	Management*
	Month(s)
	Year(s)
	Notes

	Mow/brush-hog
	     
	
	     

	Chemical treatment or biological control of invasive species
	     
	     
	     

	Flash graze
	     
	     
	Prescribed grazing plan & monitoring required

	Water management
	     
	     
	Water management plan & monitoring required

	Use exclusion/fence
	     
	     
	     

	Other:      
	     
	     
	     

	Notes:      


Water Management:
	Target Water Levels:  provide the applicable information below

	Seasonal high water levela
	     
	Average wet season water levelb
	     

	Control elevationc
	     
	Other (e.g., restore tidal elevations):      

	Water Management:  provide the applicable information below

	Management
	Water Level
	Month(s) and Days
	Year(s)
	Notes

	Flood to depth
	     
	     
	
	     

	Drawdown to depth
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Other
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Notes:      


a – Seasonal High Water Level = the highest water elevation in a typical year.

b – Average Wet Season Water Level = the mean or median water level reached over the 3 wettest of the year.

c – Control Elevation = the elevation of the primary outlet structure (e.g., crest of weir, top of flashboards, etc.)  The control elevation is often set at the average wet season water level.

Wetland Management – Specification Sheet

Herbaceous Vegetation Establishment (Note: Use 612 job sheet for the planting of woody species)
	Establishment Method: chose those that apply; provide establishment specifications below.  For Natural regeneration indicate desired species in the “Other/Notes” section below.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Vegetative plantings
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - From seed, or seedbank
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 - Natural regeneration

	Establishment Specifications for Planting and/or Seeding or Expected Species using Natural Regeneration

	Field ID
	Ac
	Target species (cultivars):
	Plant Material 1
	No. plants or bulk seed lbs/ac.2
	Plant spacing  or seeding method 
	Month of planting/seeding

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Other/Notes:      


1 BR – Bare root, CO – Containerized, CU – Cutting; TU – tuber, BU – Bulb, SE – Seed, PG – Plug, OM – Organic mattes, SB – Seedbank, RZ– Rhizomes, NG – Natural Regeneration,

2 Bulk seed (lbs/ac.) = Recommended Pure Live Seed, tested within 6 months of planting (PLS) per acre ÷ %PLS 
Additional Specifications
	If grazing is involved, a prescribed grazing plan must be developed

	All water management must follow a water management plan to benefit the target species.

	     

	     

	     

	     

	Operation and Maintenance Requirements

	Annually inspect embankments\structures and repair as needed to maintain desired operational capacity.

	Accumulated sediment depths will be measured and removed when planned project objectives are jeopardized.

	Management actions shall maintain vegetation, and control undesirable vegetation.

	 Prescribed grazing and water management plans must be followed and monitored for compliance.

	Seasonal water level manipulation must follow a water management plan developed to achieve management objectives.

	     

	     

	     


Wetland Management – Specification Sheet

Sketch the wetland below or provide a photo or map which indicates where water control structures will be located, where desired plant species will be established, the location of planned micro-topography and management.  Other relevant information, complementary practices and measures, and additional specifications and engineered designs should be included in the conservation plan.

Scale 1"=       ft. (NA indicates sketch not to scale: grid size=1/2" by 1/2")
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Additional Notes
	     

	     

	     

	     


The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).

















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































JS-644
December 2012

Page 1 of 5

[image: image2.jpg]