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Maine Conservation Practice Job Sheet
for Brush Piles (Codes 645 & 647)
To construct brush piles:

1. lay at least four 12 to 18 ft logs , 6 - 10 inches in diameter parallel to each other 8 – 12 inches apart,

2. lay an equal number of similarly sized logs on and perpendicular to the 1st base logs,

3. build up the pile by crossing several layers of  2” – 4 “ limbs with loose branches and twigs on top to a minimum height of 4 feet.  Interlaced conifer branches with needles can top-off the structure,

4. if desired, 4 feet section of 6 inch drainage tile or cinder blocks can be placed under the base to allow easier access,

5. piles should not exceed 3 piles per acre and should be arranged to connect uncut forest and riparian areas,

6. maintain brush piles by periodically adding new limbs and branches.

Note: Piles at least 6 feet high, circular brush piles 16 or more feet in diameter or rectangular piles 16 feet wide and at least 25 feet in length provide better cover.

See specification drawing and pictures on pages 2 and 3, respectively.
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	Additional Notes:
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Proper Construction of a Brush Pile
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Pictures courtesy of Dave Garcelon, NRCS

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs and/or employment activities.)
To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).
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