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Purpose:  The purpose of this checklist is to provide guidance for components that need to be addressed or included in a Fish and Wildlife Habitat Pan.  This checklist is designed for use by NRCS staff as well as Technical Service Providers. Please refer to CAP Development Criteria for specific elements to be addressed.

Instructions:  Mark a check in the box if the entire component is found to be adequate. For components found to be inadequate enter a remark describing the deficiency in the space provided at the end of the checklist. Notify the TSP of the deficiencies with a copy of the checklist.

	Fish and Wildlife Habitat Plan

	State/County:
	Date Plan Submitted:

	Producer/Owner:
	Technical Service Provider:


	A Fish and Wildlife Habitat Plan is s site-specific plan developed for a client who is ready to plan and implement decisions with consideration for fish and wildlife habitat and other biological resources.

Technical Guidance, Criteria, and Content for the Fish & Wildlife Plan is found at the URL: eDirectives http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/. Navigate to: Handbooks Title 190 Ecological Sciences, Part 620 – National Biology Handbook.


	Minimum components of a Fish & Wildlife Habitat Plan shall include:

	1.
	   Background and Site Information

	|_|
	|_|
|_|
|_|
|_|
|_|
	a. Landowner information – name, address, land use(s), acreage(s);
b. Location map of parcel(s);
c. General description of existing ecological communities/habitats;
d. Summary of previous and current activities;
e. Summary of fish and wildlife resource concerns.

	2.
	   Client Conservation Objectives

	|_|
	Describe the client’s fish and wildlife conservation objectives for the parcel(s).



	3.
	 Resource Inventory and Assessments

	|_|
	|_|
|_|
|_|
|_|

|_|
|_|

|_|
|_|
	a. General inventory map – boundaries, fields, streams, fences, land uses, etc.
b. Original natural ecological communities,
c. Existing ecological communities,
d. Evaluation of potential for Endangered, Threatened and Species of Special Concern resources.
e. Existing wetland resources (NWI Maps, NRCS wetland determinations, etc.),
f. Soils map and map unit legend,
g. Community/habitat assessment, evaluations, or Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) models;
(As a minimum, Michigan Biology Technical Note #12 is required)
h. Impacts of current management activities on ecological communities, and fish and wildlife resources;
i. Existing population levels of selected species relative to State management goals.

	4.
	Desired Future Conditions/Goals

	|_|
	|_||_|
	a. Fish and wildlife population levels;
b. Restoration of fish and wildlife species or habitat types

	5.
	Conservation Practices and/or Activities and Support Documents

	|_|
	|_|
|_|




|_|
|_|
|_|
|_|
	a. Client’s decisions – conservation practices needed to achieve objectives;
b. Schedule of Implementation, including 
i. planned practices, 
ii. amount or extent, 
iii. dates of planned implementation, and 
iv. monitoring or maintenance operations
c. Fish and wildlife-related Conservation Practice specifications, job sheets, or designs;
d. Habitat assessment guides (State specific);
e. Federal, State and/or local permits as required,
f. Other pertinent information.

	6.
	Assessing/Monitoring Plan for evaluation of fish and wildlife habitats after practice implementation

	|_|
	
|_|

|_|
	a. Community/habitat assessment, evaluations, or Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) models; (As a minimum, Michigan Biology Technical Note #12 is required)
b. Assessment of ecological community/habitat change.



	Yes
	No
	Checklist Approval

	
	
	I have reviewed this Fish and Wildlife Habitat Plan and it meets all the criteria of the Conservation Activity Plan 142 in accordance with NRCS-Michigan Field Office Technical Guide. 

	NRCS Representative Name and Title (print or type):



	NRCS Representative Signature:

	Date:

	Notes:  If the plan is inadequate, include a description of all deficiencies, including missing items that need to be added, and other corrective actions as needed. Use additional page(s) as needed.








Certified TSPs:  Submit the completed Fish and Wildlife Habitat Management Plan to the local NRCS Field Office servicing the client. 

To locate the NRCS Field Office visit:
http://www.mi.nrcs.usda.gov/contact/Field%20Offices.html

NOTE: If this is for initial TSP Certification, submit the Plan directly to the NRCS State Resource Conservationist. 

NRCS Reviewers:  Submit a copy of the completed checklist to the State Resource Conservationist & maintain a copy in the case file for contract documentation.  


Mailing Address: 		James G. Scott
State Resource Conservationist
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service
3001 Coolidge Road, Suite 250
East Lansing MI 48823

E-mail Address:		james.scott@mi.usda.gov
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