Introduction to Example Grazing Plans/Templates
There are three example plans depending on how each NRCS conservation planner prefers to format their plans.  

One is a narrative format which contains all the information needed to carry out the grazing system. References to worksheets in the case file can still be referred to but the essential information is in the narrative.  It also refers to a Nutrient Management Plan or CNMP for detailed spreading of winter accumulated manure for the livestock.  Some producers have commented on liking a narrative style. 
The second example is a bullet type format but still contains most of the information needed to carry out the grazing plan without referring to a large amount of other worksheets or documents.  Some livestock producers find this easier to read and understand.
The third example is one that does little repeating of information already written or calculated in other references.  The livestock producer can refer to other conservation sheets, work sheets, spreadsheets of other plans whenever possible to avoid duplicating what already exists in another document that has already been given to the producer.  Some producers prefer this type of format. 

Keep in mind these are only a guide!  You can custom make your plan as always!   Just remember to include what the standard requires. 

Save this and the Example Prescribed Grazing Plan of your choice as a template on your hard drive.  Give the individual farm copy you work on a different name.

If this is for a Grassland Reserve Program or the Conservation Security Program,  we (NRCS) are recording what has been implemented along with any items that the producer has chosen to ‘tweak’ their grazing system with.  These may have come from items related to points in a ranking system they wanted to have or an enhancement to go beyond our standard.  Include all necessary GRP and CSP requirements for that particular sign up.
For Conservation Security Program participants, any pasture enhancements should be included in the grazing plan.

General Use of the Example Plans:

If the producer you are working with already has fence that meets our standard, say so in one sentence and go on.  If it doesn’t, just tell what type they have and your professional opinion on how well and/or how long it will act as a adequate barrier to their livestock.
If the watering facilities already meet our standards for a watering facility (tank and trough), say so.  If they don’t, remember you can still report the planned acres, just not the individual practice.  Give some guidance as to the benefits to their production as well as natural resources by following our standards for Pipeline, Watering Facility, etc.  
Only have grazing a riparian area in the plan if you know the producer will truly manage it successfully.  If they don’t want to or have that level of management, don’t even put it in the plan; just exclude livestock from riparian areas.

If how the producer manages the livestock in the winter is already covered in a waste management system plan or a nutrient management plan, or CNMP, say that in one sentence and go on.  

I tried to give you something that would cover most situations.  I planned on you folks in the field knowing what parts or paragraphs you really need.  Feel free to delete the parts or paragraphs you do not need from these Example Grazing Plans.  

By addressing each of the headings I covered in the Example Grazing Plans, the planner will have included everything that must be in a plan in the Prescribed Grazing Standard.  You should also include a map showing all the items mentioned in the Prescribed Grazing Standard as appropriate.
NOTE:  The words in blue letters are your choices to make the plan Farm Specific – change, delete or add.  The words in red letters are for you to note and act on to develop the plan, after doing that, delete them from the specific farmer plan!  These paragraphs are not what he wants to read in a plan!
Any questions, contact the State Grassland/Forage Specialist at 517-324-5265.

