




























359-15 

 
4. Recommendations for inspection and 

maintenance of embankment and other 
structures. 

 
5. Recommendations for inspection and 

maintenance of vegetation. 
 
6. Information on sampling and testing of 

effluent. 
 
7. After five years the waste treatment lagoon 

shall be checked for sludge accumulation 
annually.  If sludge has encroached into the 
treatment volume, the sludge will be 
removed and applied at agronomic rates 
based on analysis of the sludge.  Treatment 
volume must have a minimum of 4 feet of 
depth free of sludge at all times. 

 
8. Others, as appropriate. 
 
Temporary Adjustments 
The O&M procedure may be modified to allow 
an optional, temporary, adjustment in the lagoon 
operating procedure.   This adjustment in 
operating procedure allows the operator to pump 
into the top 8 inches of the treatment volume 
during the period of June 15 through October 31 
to provide: 
 

• Irrigation water during drought periods 
to establish or maintain vegetation in 
waste application areas. 

• Additional temporary storage for 
excessive rainfall during the hurricane 
season and the following winter months.  
 

 
The following restrictions shall apply: 
 
1. Lagoon levels may be lowered a maximum 

of eight inches below the facility’s stop 
pump mark during the period of June 15 
through October 31. 

 

NRCS, NC 
SEPTEMBER, 2006 

2. This option shall be limited to lagoons 
having a minimum of four feet of liquid 
above the sludge layer.  The measurement  
 
 
 

shall be taken from the stop pump level, at 
the pump intake, prior to pumping below the 
stop pump level. 

 
3. All applications must be in conformance 

with the CAWMP developed for the 
operation, including adherence to the 
planned nutrient application rates. 

 
4. From November 1 through June 14 pumping 

from the lagoon will not be permitted when 
the lagoon level is at or below the stop pump 
elevation. 

 
5. The following information concerning the 

pump down condition shall be recorded and 
maintained on site: 

• Date the lagoon was first pumped 
below the stop pump level. 

• Depth of liquid between the stop 
pump level and the sludge layer 
prior to pumping below the stop 
pump mark.  Measured from the 
stop pump level near the pump 
intake location but off the inside 
slope of the embankment. 

• Date pump down was completed.  

• Depth of pump down below the stop 
pump level.  Measured weekly until 
the lagoon returns to the stop pump 
level. 
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