\OJNRCS Forest Trails And Landings

North Carolina Practice Job Sheet 655

Natural Resources
Conservation Service Prepared for:

Prepared by:

Farm: Tract: Date:
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g forest trails reduce site productivity and cause water Stabilized trails improve water quality and increase property
quality problems. values.
DEFINITION Trails must not follow the drainage path of
. any perennial, intermittent, or ephemeral
A temporary or infrequently used route, path strzzfm P

or cleared area within a forest.
Timing and use of equipment will

PURPOSE commensurate with site and soil conditions
[] Provide infrequent access to forest to maintain productivity and minimize erosion
stands for management activities and compaction.
including fire suppression. Slash, debris, and vegetative material left on
[] Provide periodic access for removal and site will not interfere with the intended
collection of forest products. purpose nor present a fire or pest hazard.

Bridges, culverts, or stable at-grade

CRITERIA crossings are to be used when crossing
Minimum access road width will normally be streams. Stream crossings should be made
10-14 feet for a single track. Width will be at right angles wherever possible.

'tﬂf:]ii‘:‘gd as necessary at curves and Trails and landings shall be revegetated to

control erosion.
Trails and landings will be located and
configured to minimize adverse onsite and
off-site impacts such as erosion, streambank
damage, hydrology modification, etc. (refer
to NC Standard 655). Washed, crushed stone should cover the last
100 ft of a primary trail before it intersects a
public paved highway.

Protection against locally invasive and
noxious plants is required. (Refer to Pest
Management Standard 595).

Construct forest trails and landings on areas
with adequate drainage.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability,
political beliefs, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a
complaint, write the Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, DC 20250, or call 1-800-245-6340 (voice) or (202) 720-1127 (TDD). USDA
is an equal employment opportunity employer. To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th
and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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CONSIDERATIONS

On steep terrain, locate landings as high on
the slope as practical using a fan pattern of
primary ski trails that converge at the
landing.

Favor native species when vegetating trails
and landings.

Landings and trails may be utilized as
firebreaks.

Forest trails and landings usually require
structural measures to manage runoff and
vegetative treatment to reduce soil erosion
and sedimentation. Water flows must be
controlled using techniques such as
outsloping, broad-based dips, water breaks,
and pipe crossings.

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
e Conduct periodic inspections.

e Restrict traffic and delay hauling when
soil moisture conditions become too wet

e Close landings and trails when and
where needed for erosion control, safety,
liability, and reduced maintenance costs.
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Forest Trails and Landings - Specifications Sheet

Landowner Field Number
Farm Number Tract Number

Purpose
[ ] Forest Management [ ] Removal and collection of forest products.

Layout and Dimensions
Cut Slope Trail Surface Fill Slope
Width (Height): Width: Width:

Length: Length: Length:
Total Length (ft): Average Width (ft.):

Total area (ac) or 1000Ft.2

Additional location and layout requirements:

Plant Materials Information

Seed i N
Ibs./ac. or Lime Fertilizer Mulch

Species Lbs./ac. or Ibs./ac. or Ibs./ac. or

10|(t))8ét2 Ibs./ 1000Ft.2 | Ibs./1000Ft? | Ibs./1000Ft.2

Planting
Dates

Erosion Control
1.

2.

3.

Wildlife

1.

2.

3.

Site Preparation

Planting Method (s)

Broadcast Drilled

Maintenance Requirements — Check as Appropriate

[] Water Breaks Functioning [] Trails Outsloped [] Inspect Periodically
[] Trails Properly Graded [] Vegetation Established [ ] Access Limited
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LANDOWNER’S/OPERATOR’S ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:
The landowner/operator acknowledges that:

a. He/she has received a copy of the drawings and specifications, and that he/she has an
understanding of the contents and the requirements.

b. He/she has obtained all the necessary permits. (IT WILL BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE
OWNER TO OBTAIN ALL NECESSARY PERMITS AND/OR RIGHTS, AND TO COMPLY WITH ALL
ORDINANCES AN LAWS PERTAINING TO THIS INSTALLATION.)

c. No changes will be made in the installation of the job without prior concurrence of the
NRCS.

d. Maintenance of the installed work is necessary for proper performance during the project
life.

PRACTICE COMPLETION:

I have made an on-site inspection of the site (or | am accepting owner/contractor
documentation), and have determined that the job as installed does conform to the drawings and
practice specifications.

Completion Certification by:

Planner Date

| have reviewed this plan and agree to install as designed.

Cooperator Date

Additional Specifications and Notes:
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