Lesser Prairie Chicken Conference Report Conservation Measures by Practice

(645) Upland Wildlife Habitat Management

1.

NRCS shall coordinate with the affected State Fish and Wildlife Agency and
confer with the State Technical Committees to identify appropriate restrictions on
the placement, extent, configuration, and timing of this conservation practice
standard and the area where these practice restrictions would apply so as to
avoid or minimize adverse effects to the LPC and supporting habitat conditions.
The best scientific data available will guide the development of this practice; to
ensure effectiveness, adaptability and increased knowledge.

Utilize acceptable habitat evaluation tools and monitoring protocol such as the
WHEG (see Appendix Il) to evaluate habitat conditions, on a regular basis, to
ensure the conservation plan is adapted to meet the habitat and wildlife needs.
Ensure all facilitating practices include critical non-disturbance dates to minimize
their effects on leks and nesting periods, as appropriate to the practice.

This practice may be used to modify existing infrastructure to reduce or eliminate
potential adverse effects resulting from those structures; including installation of
wildlife escape ramps in open water sources or in open trenches/pits, and
marking fence lines to prevent bird collision in critical areas.

NRCS shall ensure that plans and specifications for this practice are prepared by
persons with adequate training in the fields of wildlife management, biology or
range ecology.

For the purposes of the LPCI, NRCS will encourage the establishment of
“‘permanent” photo points to serve as visual documentation of changing habitat
conditions over a period of time for the life of the management system.

NRCS will work with conservation partners to implement strategies to determine
habitat use by wildlife species and/or to determine estimates/indices of
abundance where possible.
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