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Inoculating Legume Seed 
 

WHAT IS INOCULATING LEGUME SEED? 
Inoculating is putting necessary bacteria on seed and 
in the soil to grow nodules on roots of legume plants. 
All legumes need inoculation (lespedeza, clovers, 
vetch, peas, alfalfa, etc). 
 
HOW IT HELPS THE LAND 
The nodules on the roots of the plants feed nitrogen 
to the plant and also store it for the next crops to use. 
 
WHERE TO GET HELP 
For additional information, contact your local Natural 
Resource Conservation Service or your local 
Conservation District Office. 
 
APPLYING THE PRACTICE 
The seed should be well coated with inoculant.  
Inoculant containers have directions for proper use of 
the material.  Follow those directions carefully. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS 
All legumes should be inoculated unless it is known 
that the same crop has been grown recently on the 
field and was properly inoculated.  Even then, it is 
cheap insurance to inoculate every year. 
 
Not all legumes use the same inoculants.  There are 
several groups and each group uses a different kind 
of inoculation.  Tell the seed dealer what you are 
planting, and he will see you the right inoculant.  
Look on the container for date; do not use old 
inoculant. 
 
 
 

 
 
CAUTION 
Do not mix inoculant seed with lime or fertilizer.  Do 
not inoculate more seed than you can plant in a few 
hours.  Keep inoculated seed out of sun and plant 
immediately.  Any seed inoculated and not planted 
the same day should be inoculated again before 
planting. 
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