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Client:      

OSU Photo
Definition

Removal, reduction, or manipulation of non-herbaceous plants.
Purposes

This practice may be applied as part of a conservation management system to accomplish one or more of the following purposes:

· Restore natural plant community balance.

· Create the desired plant community.

· Reduce competition for space, moisture, and sunlight between desired and unwanted plants.

· Manage noxious woody plants.

· Restore desired vegetative cover to protect soils, control erosion, reduce sediment, improve water quality and enhance stream flow.

· Maintain or enhance wildlife habitat including that associated with threatened and endangered species.

· Improve forage accessibility, quality and quantity for livestock.

· Protect life and property from wildfire hazards.

· Improve visibility and access for handling livestock.
Where Used

On rangeland, native or naturalized pasture, pasture and hay lands where removal or reduction of excessive woody (non-herbaceous) plants is desired.
Conservation Management System

[image: image1.png]Brush Management is an accelerating practice as part of a conservation management system.  The practice is used to improve forage production and ecological conditions to enable prescribed grazing or other applied management to accomplish overall objectives.  A well-planned grazing system is the key to maintaining or improving productivity, health, vigor and ecological condition.  A post-treatment Use Exclusion (deferment until seed set or an entire growing season, or more) is usually needed to allow full expression of increased plant vigor and to allow a seed crop to be grown and dispersed.
Plans and Specifications

Plans and specifications will be prepared for each pasture, field, or management unit where Brush Management will be applied.  Plans and specifications will be based on the practice standard and may include narratives, maps, drawings, job sheets, or similar documents.  These documents will contain the following data as a minimum:

Brush canopy and/or species count, transect line locations and percent canopy and/or species numbers per acre of the target plant(s).   As needed, maps or drawings showing areas to be treated and areas to be left undisturbed should be prepared.
For mechanical treatment methods, plans and specifications will include types of equipment and any modifications necessary to enable the equipment to adequately complete the job.

Also included should be:

· Dates of treatment

· Operating instructions

· Techniques or procedures to be followed

Operation and Maintenance

Operation:  Brush Management practices shall be applied using approved materials and procedures.  Operations will comply with all local, state, and federal laws and ordinances.  Success of the practice shall be determined by evaluating regrowth or reoccurrence of target species after sufficient time has passed to monitor the situation and gather reliable data.  Evaluation periods will depend on the methods and materials used.
Maintenance:  Following initial application, some regrowth, resprouting, or reoccurrence of brush should be expected.  Spot treatment of individual plants or areas needing retreatment should be done as needed.
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Client’s Acknowledgement Statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by: /s/ 
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Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client and certify this practice has been applied.

Certification by: /s/
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	Refer to the Following Conservation Practice Specifications [X]

	Prescribed Grazing 528A
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use Exclusion 472
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Pest Management 595
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	Critical Area Planting 342
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Fence 382
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Watering Facility 614
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	Pipeline 516
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	Spring Development 574
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Prescribed Burning 338
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	Wetland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. 644
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	Upland Wildlife Habitat Mgt. 645
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	Other:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

1. Management Objectives:
Manage the amount and distribution of target brush species on specific ecological sites.  Allowing the remaining plant community to grow without disturbance will insure the maximum effects of the treatment.  Producing a seed crop is essential to improving the composition, production, and vigor of the plant community.


Additional Narrative:      
2. Selected Treatment (check one):
Chain sawing - lop & scatter slash    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Chain sawing - slash piling    FORMCHECKBOX 

Mechanized - lop & scatter slash    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Mechanized - slash piling    FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (describe)            FORMCHECKBOX 


Additional Narrative:      
3. Conditions Prior To Treatment:

Species to Be Managed:      
	Ecological Site or Forage Suitability Group
	Ecological Condition
	Trend
	% Comp. in HCPC
	% Cover (before)
	% Cover (after)
	% Cover (removed)
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4. Kind of Equipment


Narrative:      
5. Timing or Season


Narrative:      
6. Operating Instructions

Mechanical treatments include hand work (chain sawing or hand cutting) or use of mechanized equipment (mowers, brush beaters, chippers, etc.).  When treating larger species, proper management of residues and slash will facilitate nutrient cycling, development of the desired plant community, and implementation of the appropriate management practices.
Lop & Scattering: Target brush or tree species will be felled, limbed and bucked in a way that lays as much of the slash in contact with the soil surface as possible.  Slash will decompose in a few years if laid on the soil surface.  Scatter slash to allow accessibility to livestock.

Slash Piling: Target brush or tree species will be felled, bucked, and piled for burning later.  Make the smallest sized slash piles as practical for the site and size of woody material.  Smaller slash piles are easier to burn and minimize adverse effects from excess heat to the soil surface.  Leave as much space between piles as practical to allow accessibility to livestock and to prevent areas of soil scarification that may require more intensive critical area treatment.


Additional Narrative:      
7. Wildlife Considerations

All work conducted will be performed at times that meet the needs of resident and transient wildlife.


Additional Narrative:      
8. Wildfire/Fuel Loading Considerations

Control undesirable woody plants in a manner that creates the desired plant community which does not provide wildfire hazard conditions.  Contact Oregon Division of Forestry for a Slash Fuel Hazard Rating if desired.

Additional Narrative:      
9. Additional Specifications:

Narrative:      


