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Client:      

NRCS Photo
[image: image1.png]Definition

Establishing native or introduced forage species.
Purposes

This practice may be applied as part of a conservation management system to accomplish one or more of the following purposes:
· Establish adapted and compatible species, varieties, or cultivars.

· Improve or maintain livestock nutrition and/or health.

· Extend the length of the grazing season.

· Provide emergency forage production.

· Reduce soil erosion by wind and/or water.
Where Used

This practice may be applied on cropland, hayland, pastureland, and other agricultural lands where forage production is feasible and desired.
Conservation Management System

Pasture and Hay Planting is an accelerating practice as part of a conservation management system for grazinglands or lands that produce forages and/or roughages.  The practice is used to improve forage and/or roughage production and ecological conditions to enable prescribed grazing and/or forage harvest management to accomplish overall objectives.  A well-planned grazing and/or forage harvest system is the key to maintaining or improving productivity, health, vigor and ecological condition.  A post-treatment Use Exclusion (deferment until seed set or an entire growing season, or more) is usually needed to allow full expression of increased plant vigor and to allow a seed crop to be grown and dispersed.
Plans and Specifications

Plans and specifications shall include the required seedbed condition and acceptable preparation methods; soil and seed amendments needed, if any; the acceptable variety or origin, and amount of each species to be planted; acceptable planting dates and depths; and description of acceptable planting equipment.  Instructions will be provided as needed for placing different seed types (i.e., fluffy, large, small, slick & dense) in suitable drill boxes.
Operation and Maintenance

Operation:  The operator will inspect and calibrate equipment prior to use to insure proper rate, distribution and depth of planting material (planting too deep is a common mistake).  Growth of seedlings or sprigs shall be monitored for water stress.  Identify any required items needed to assist in stand establishment such as mowing, burning, flash grazing and herbicides to control weeds.  Address insect and disease control needs where they are likely to create establishment problems.
Maintenance:  Schedule periodic stand evaluations until the vegetation is established.  Any necessary replanting due to drought, insects or other uncontrollable event which prevented adequate stand establishment should be addressed as soon as possible and completed in a proper manner.  Recommendations may vary from complete re-establishment to over seeding or spot replanting.  Thin stands may only need additional grazing deferment during the growing season.  Invasion by undesirable plants shall be controlled by cutting, using a selective herbicide, or by grazing management by manipulating livestock stocking rates, density, and duration of stay.  Insects and diseases shall be controlled when an infestation threatens stand survival.  Evaluate forage stands each season or as needed to determine management inputs needed to achieve the desired purpose(s).
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Design Approval:

	Practice code
No.
	Practice
	Lead
Discipline
	Controlling factor
	Units
	Job class

	
	
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	512
	Pasture and Hay Planting
	BCSD Graz Land Spec
	Area – Irrigated
	Acres
	All
	All
	All
	All
	All

	
	
	
	Lower Precip. Limit, 

non-irrigated
	Inches/Year
	20
	16
	12
	9
	All

	This practice is classified as Job Class (check one):  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Design Approved by: /s/ 






 
 Date: 




Job title: 













[image: image2.png]The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer



Client’s Acknowledgement Statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a. They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.
b. Documentation showing rate, form, and application method of herbicides, carriers, surfactants, etc. applied must be provided to NRCS by the client before this practice can be certified as applied.
c. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by: /s/ 








 Date: 
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Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client (or checked in the field) and certify this practice has been applied.

Certification by: /s/







 Date:




Job title: 














	Refer to the Following Conservation Practice Specifications [X]

	Prescribed Grazing 528A
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Use Exclusion 472
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Forage Harvest Management 511
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Critical Area Seeding 342
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Brush Management 314
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Watering Facility 614
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Fence 382
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Spring Development 574
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Prescribed Burning 338
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Pipeline 516
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Other:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 



USDA Nondiscrimination Statement

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

1. Management Objectives:
Plant grasses, forbs, shrubs, and/or trees on appropriate sites for increased production of forages and roughages, and, where needed, plant and animal diversity, wildlife habitat, water quality and nutrient cycling.  Seed areas disturbed by project application, implementation, and equipment egress and ingress to prevent soil loss and invasion of alien species and noxious weeds.

Additional Narrative:      
2. Seedbed Preparation:

Prepare a firm, weed free seedbed when possible.  Seeding depth should not exceed 3/8 inch for grasses and 3/4 inch for forbs.  Moist soil contact with seeds is required for germination.


Additional Narrative:      
3. Seeding/Planting Method (check all that apply):

Drill    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Broadcast    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Container    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Bareroot    FORMCHECKBOX 
   Sprigs/Plugs    FORMCHECKBOX 

Other (describe)            FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Legume seed should be inoculated with the proper, viable rhizobia before planting.


Additional Narrative:      
4. Seeding Operations

	Approximate Date Planned
	Drill Spacing
	Carrier
	Seeding Depth
	Broadcast (rake, harrow, mulch, etc.)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


5. Species and Pure Live Seed (PLS) Seeding Rates
	Cultivar
	Species
	Full PLS Rate
	% Mix Desired
	Rate/Acre
	Acres
	Lbs. PLS (5x6)

	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0.00

	     
	0.0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0.00

	     
	0.0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0.00

	     
	0.0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0.00

	     
	0.0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0.00

	     
	0.0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0.00

	     
	0.0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0.00

	     
	0.0 FORMTEXT 

0


	Totals
	
	
	0 FORMTEXT 

0%

	
	
	0 FORMTEXT 

0



6. Species and Planting Plan: 

	Cultivar
	Species
	Type of stock
	Plants /Acre
	Acres
	Total

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0


	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	0 FORMTEXT 

0


	Totals
	
	
	
	
	0 FORMTEXT 

0



7. Fertilizer (Kind/Rates): 

Fertilizer amendments may be added at time of seeding or planting and/or as top dressing during establishment.

Additional Narrative:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   See Nutrient Management 590 specifications for more information.

8. Weed and Pest Control: 

Control weeds as necessary to facilitate establishment of the seeding.  Monitor for weed and pest problems regularly during establishment.

Additional Narrative:      

Chemicals Used, Carriers, Surfactants, Mixing:      
CONSULT WITH COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT OR OTHER CERTIFIED PROFESSIONAL FOR APPLICATION RATES.
CHEMICALS USED IN PERFORMING THIS PRACTICE MUST BE FEDERALLY, STATE, AND LOCALLY REGISTERED.  THEY WILL BE APPLIED STRICTLY IN ACCORDANCE WITH AUTHORIZED REGISTERED USES, DIRECTIONS ON THE LABEL, AND OTHER FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL REGULATIONS.

Timing or Season:      

Application techniques:      

Mitigation of Potential Hazards from Chemical Applications:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   See attached WIN-PST hazard ratings for selected alternative – Loss Potential, Hazard Rating-Humans, and Hazard Rating-Fish.

9. Establishment Protection: 


Narrative:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   See Use Exclusion 472 specifications for more information.
10. Management Recommendations: 

Manage seeding/planting in accordance with appropriate management practices.

Additional Narrative:      
11. Additional Specifications:


Narrative:      


