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CONSERVATION PRACTICE STANDARD


RECREATION AREA IMPROVEMENT


(Acre)


Code 562


�
DEFINITION


Establishing grasses, legumes, vines, shrubs, trees, or other plants or selectively reducing stand density and trimming woody plants to improve an area for recreation.


PURPOSES


*	To increase the attractiveness and usefulness of recreation areas and to protect the soil and plant resources.


CONDITIONS WHERE PRACTICE APPLIES


On any area planned for recreation use.


CRITERIA


Soil erosion will be minimized by the establishment of vegetation.


Plants selected will be based on their ability to grow on the site, aesthetic desirability, maintenance needs and soil protecting ability.


Plants will be pruned to maintain plant health, remove dead/dying material, improve aesthetic qualities, or ensure public safety.


Trees will be thinned to maintain good tree health, reduce the potential for insect or disease problems, or public safety.


Plants will be fertilized, based on plant needs or soil testing.


Plants will be watered, in dry areas, at a rate that plant can uptake the moisture.


Pests will be controlled so as not to bring lasting injury to the plant.


Mulching will be completed to ensure plant survival and growth.


PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS


Specifications for applying this practice shall be prepared for each site and recorded using approved specification sheets, job sheets, narrative statements in the conservation plan, or other acceptable documentation.  Species, site limitations, methods, equipment, season of year, and guides to pruning for the applicable purpose shall be considered.


OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE


Inspection of highly used areas prior to and after the season of use will be conducted and repairs made as necessary.


Annual pruning of vegetation will be completed, as needed, during the dormant season.
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Conservation practice standards are reviewed periodically, and updated if needed.  To obtain the current version of this standard, contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
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