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Definition & Purpose
Upland Wildlife Habitat Management means providing, connecting, and managing upland habitats within the landscape for wildlife.  It is used to treat upland wildlife habitat concerns identified during the conservation planning process in order to enable movement or provide shelter, cover, food, and water in proper amounts, locations, and times to sustain species that use upland habitats during at least a portion of their life cycle.

Where Used
This practice applies to land where the decision maker has identified an objective for conserving a wild animal species, a group of species, or an ecosystem.  The planned land units must be within the range of targeted wildlife species and capable of supporting the desired habitat.
Planning for Upland Wildlife
All land provides habitat for some wildlife species.  
Habitat suitability for any given species is highly dependent upon the quality, quantity, and interspersion of food, water, cover, and living space required by that species.  Each species has a daily and seasonal home range within which it is willing to travel to fulfill its life cycle.  All of an animal’s life requirements for food, cover, water, and space must be available and safely accessible within their home range to maintain or increase its population size.
Generally, two approaches can be taken when planning for upland wildlife on working landscapes.  One approach is to benefit as many species as possible on a specific land use or land cover type (e.g., cropland or forestland) without managing for a particular species or group of species.  This approach is often used when wildlife habitat improvement is a secondary objective of the landowner.  Another approach is to target planning towards a single species or group of species.  This approach requires more in-depth knowledge of species life history requirements and is typically taken when wildlife are a primary concern.
With either approach, a habitat evaluation of the planning area must be conducted to determine which habitat factors may be limiting the value or suitability of habitat.  The Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guides (Technical Note 27) can be used to assess habitat variables on specific land use or cover types.  If wildlife objectives are more focused, species-specific Habitat Models or Biology Technical Notes can be used to inventory habitat conditions.  The habitat evaluation procedure should assess all of the critical habitat elements and attempt to identify the limiting habitat factor.  The habitat element that is in least supply often determines the presence, abundance, and/or distribution of wildlife.  Also consider the landscape context, or setting, that the planning area occurs in when evaluating habitat suitability.

Develop treatment alternatives to address the limiting habitat factors identified by the habitat evaluation.  Apply this practice alone or in combination with other conservation practices to remove or reduce the limiting habitat factors and address any other upland wildlife habitat concerns.  At a minimum after implementation of this practice, the planning area must provide adequate habitat to support the life requirements of the targeted species.
Operation and Maintenance
Annual monitoring of this practice will be needed to determine: 1) if upland wildlife habitat objectives are being met, 2) if facilitating practices used to accomplish upland wildlife habitat management are functioning or need repair, and 3) if modifications are needed.
	Client:
	
	Date:
	

	Location:
	
	County/SWCD:
	

	Contract #:
	
	Tract/Field:
	

	Planner:
	
	Acres:
	


	Management Objective(s): Describe species, land use/cover type, or ecosystem that is being targeted and the desired outcome.

	


	Purpose(s) of Practice:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve food quantity/quality
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Provide cover/shelter

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve water quantity/quality
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Improve habitat connectivity/space


	Habitat Evaluation Procedure: List tools or methods used to assess habitat conditions (e.g., Wildlife Habitat Evaluation Guide, Species-specific Habitat Model, Technical Note, Visual Assessment, etc.).

	


	Existing Habitat Conditions & Limiting Factor(s): Describe current habitat conditions and possible limiting factor(s) in the planning area. Consider the quantity, quality, distribution, and connectivity of food, water, and cover elements needed to meet the life requirements of targeted species throughout the year.  

	Food:  

	Cover/shelter: 

	Water: 

	Space/connectivity: 

	Planned Management Actions:  Describe management actions that will be taken to remove or reduce limiting habitat factors and improve each upland habitat element.  Describe any equipment travel, grazing, haying, or other disturbance activity that shall be restricted during critical periods such as nesting, brood rearing, fawning or calving seasons.  Identify any additional management requirements, including noxious weed and invasive plant control.  

	


	Operation and Maintenance: Client agrees to annual monitoring of this practice to determine: 1) if upland wildlife habitat objectives are being met, 2) if facilitating practices are functioning or need repair, and 3) if modifications are needed.


DESIGN APPROVAL:

	Practice Code

NO.
	PRACTICE
	LEAD

DISCIPLINE
	CONTROLLING

FACTOR
	UNITS
	JOB CLASS

	
	
	
	
	
	I
	II
	III
	IV
	V

	645
	Upland Wildlife Habitat Mgt
	BCSD-Bio
	Area
	Acres
	10
	40
	160
	400
	All

	This practice is classified as Job Class (check one):  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 



Design Approved by:/s/ 
     _

   Job Title/Design JAA:      


 Date:      

client’s ACKNOWLEDGEMENT statement:

The Client acknowledges that:

a.
They have received a copy of the specification and understand the contents and requirements.

b. It shall be the responsibility of the client to obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and to comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the application of this practice.

Accepted by:/s/
     


                    

Date:
     


Certification:

I have completed a review of the information provided by the client or have conducted a site visit and certify this practice has been applied according NRCS standards and specifications.
Certification by:/s/     



          Date:     


Job Title:      

   


          Construction JAA:      
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