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Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) 

NRCS Guidance 
 
Background: 
While conducting conservation planning and implementation activities, NRCS regulations require 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Endangered Species Act (ESA), and 
other federal and state laws and regulations.  An important component of this environmental compliance 
is completing a Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program/Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) on-line 
review. 
 
Guidance: 
In the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program/PNDI online review tool there are choices in the category 
entitled “Project submitted on behalf of”.  In most cases, the correct choices for NRCS assisted actions 
are:  Private Individual, Local Government, County Agency, or State Agency.  “Federal Agency” should 
not be selected unless NRCS is assisting another federal agency that is managing the site. 
 
The PNDI Project Environmental Review Receipt, which the user is instructed to print and complete as a 
record of the PNDI database search, has several areas to enter contact information or signatures.  When 
searches are being conducted for conservation planning and implementation for NRCS assisted activities, 
these are not the same person. 
 
Item 7. PROJECT CONTACT INFORMATION will be completed by the person actually conducting the 
online review – whether an NRCS employee, Conservation District employee, partner or Technical 
Service Provider (TSP). 
 
Item 8. CERTIFICATION will be signed and dated by the “project proponent or applicant” (client, such 
as a landowner or operator, or the appropriate representative of local, county, or state agencies) on whose 
behalf the search is being conducted.  In cases where the PNDI receipt is not needed for permits or other 
purposes AND the receipt shows “No Known Impacts / No Further Review Required” for all resource 
agencies, then the project applicant (client) signature for the Certification block is optional for NRCS 
purposes. 
 
Avoidance and Conservation Measures and other certification of information require a signature (not 
initials) of the “project proponent or applicant”.  The project applicant (client) is the only person who 
should sign these measures, certifying that the information is accurate or the measures will be 
implemented.  Neither the person conducting the on-line review nor the person providing NRCS technical 
assistance (NRCS, Conservation District, partner or TSP) should sign any of these areas on the receipt.   
 
Though Partners and TSP’s may have project applicants sign the above blanks on the PNDI 
Environmental Review Receipt, NRCS is still ultimately responsible for the final resolution of any 
identified Potential Impacts as noted by  the environmental review agencies under Item 3. AGENCY 
COMMENTS.   
 
 
 


