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NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE

PACIFIC ISLANDS AREA
Operation and Maintenance Plan

pIPELINE
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A properly operated and maintained pipeline is an asset to your farm.  This pipeline is designed and installed to transmit water to where it may be utilized.  The following are minimum operation and maintenance requirements that contribute to the practice longevity and function.
· Filling an empty pipeline must be done gradually.  Air must be allowed to escape as water fills the pipe.  As a minimum open the farthest valve and valves located at peaks and valleys.  Gradually close the valves starting from the farthest valve after the pipe is full of water.  
· Always open and close valves very slowly to prevent excessive water hammer;.

· Filling at the specified rate requirements;

· Check for the proper operating air and vacuum release valves.

· Inspect and test valves, pressure regulators, pumps, switches and other appurtenances 

· Check and adjust valves and regulators to the system requirements.

· Limit traffic over the pipeline to designated sections that are designed for traffic loads.

· Remove all foreign debris that restrict flows or hinders operations.  

· Immediately repair vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage to pipe, outlets and appurtenances. 

· Maintaining erosion protection at outlets
· Inspecting and testing valves, pressure regulators, pumps, switches and other appurtenances;

· Checking for debris, minerals, algae and other materials which may restrict system flow.
· Additional operation and maintenance requirements, if any:  

	     


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN.
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