FOTG Section IV		412 - Page 1 of 1
317 - Page 2 of 2	Composting Facility
Operation and Maintenance Plan	FOTG Section IV
Natural resources CONSERVATION SERVICE
Pacific Islands Area
OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
GRASSED WATERWAY (412)

	Prepared for:

	Client/Business Name:
	

	Description/Location:
	

	Planned Amount:
	
	Job Class:
	

	Prepared by:

	Name/Title: 
	
	Date Prepared: 
	


A properly operated and maintained grassed waterway system can be a valuable asset to your operation. This practice is designed and installed to control runoff, and reduce erosion, while minimizing damage to other resources. Following are the minimum operation and maintenance requirements that will contribute to its longevity and functioning over a planned 10-year lifespan:
· Consider constructing and stabilizing the waterway prior to other practices such as terraces.
· Immediately following construction, protect the waterway from concentrated flow by diverting runoff or use mechanical means of soil stabilization such as silt fences, mulching, hay bale barriers, cover crops, etc. to stabilize grade during vegetation establishment. 
· Immediately inspect the grassed waterway after each significant rain storm to identify and subsequently perform repair and maintenance.
· Immediately repair damage to your waterway. Fill, compact, and reseed damaged areas immediately.  Remove sediment deposits in the channel to the original grade to maintain capacity of the grassed waterway. Replace weathered or displaced rock riprap to the original constructed grade. Maintain outlet stability
· Once established, minimize damage to vegetation by excluding livestock whenever possible, especially during wet periods.  Allow grazing in the waterway only through a controlled grazing system.  
· Control noxious weeds. A good stand of vegetation should be kept between 6 and 12 inches in length. Periodically graze vegetation to maintain capacity and reduce sediment deposition.  Mowing may be appropriate to enhance wildlife values, but must be conducted to avoid peak nesting seasons and reduced winter cover. 
· Avoid use of herbicides that would be harmful to the vegetation in, adjacent to, and downstream of, the waterway.  
· Avoid travel on any portion of the system that will harm or destroy the vegetative cover. Avoid using waterways as turn-rows during cultivation operations. Avoid crossing when wet. Limit traffic on waterway. Do not use waterways as a field road. 
· Additional operation and maintenance requirement, if any:
	


Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office for additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this operation and maintenance plan.
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