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Pacific Islands Area
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PRESCRIBED GRAZING (528)
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Definition
Managing the controlled harvest of vegetation with grazing and/or browsing animals.
Purpose
· Improve or maintain desired species composition and vigor of plant communities.	
· Improve or maintain quantity and quality of forage for grazing and browsing animals’ health and productivity.
· Improve or maintain surface and/or subsurface water quality and quantity. 
· Improve or maintain riparian and watershed function.
· Reduce accelerated soil erosion, and maintain or improve soil condition.
· Improve or maintain the quantity and quality of food and/or cover available for wildlife.
· Manage fine fuel loads to achieve desired conditions.
· Promote economic stability through grazing land sustainability.

Conditions Where Practice Applies
This practice applies to all lands where grazing and/or browsing animals are managed.
Conservation Management System
Prescribed Grazing is implemented as part of a conservation management system to meet the client’s objectives and address the soil, water, air, plant, and wildlife/domestic animal needs. 
Plans and Specifications
The following section of this Jobsheet shall be completed to pull together all the elements of the grazing plan including operation and maintenance requirements and discussed with the client.  
All conservation practices that assist in achievement of Prescribed Grazing will be operated and maintained properly.  
All Jobsheet details are prepared in accordance with requirements in the Conservation Practice Standard (Code 528) and the guidance in the Conservation Practice Specification (Code 528).  
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	Prescribed Grazing - Jobsheet

	Client Name:
	

	Tract(s):
	
	TMK(s):
	
	Field(s):
	

	CIN(s):
	
	Unit Size (acres):
	

	Planner Name: 
	
	Date Prepared:
	



	Purposes for Implementing Prescribed Grazing

	The client’s goals for resource health and sustainability, livestock health and production, wildlife habitat, quality of family life, etc. are as follows:

	



	Forage Inventory and Forage-Animal Balance
A forage inventory was conducted in a representative area(s) of the paddocks within the grazing plan, or from the soil yield tables if field conditions were less than optimal. The inventory results are shown on the PI-Range-1 (if applicable). The animal balance and recommended number of pastures results are shown on the PI-Range-2. The NRCS Grazingland Spatial Analysis Tool (GSAT) or the PI-Range-5 can be used in lieu of the PI-Range-2.

	Client’s current stocking rate (AUM*/acre or AUD/acre*), prior to implementation of the prescribed grazing plan: 
	

	Initial NRCS recommended stocking rate (AUM*/acre or AUD/acre*) for the management unit, based on available forage from the forage inventory or soil yield tables: 
	

	*One Animal Unit Month (AUM) equals approximately 791 pounds of air-dry forage, and represents the monthly amount of forage needed for a 1,000 pound cow and her calf up to 6 months old.  This also equates to 26 pounds per day of air-dry forage (which is one AUD).  
Additional information needed, if any:

	



	Grazing Plan
The livestock grazing plan identifies periods of grazing and/or browsing, deferment, rest, and other treatment activities for each management unit.  One management unit is typically comprised of multiple paddocks that receive similar management.

	The grazing plan can be described and documented in a number of ways.  If the PI-Range-3 (Grazing Plan Worksheet) was used, attach it to this jobsheet.  If other documentation was used, attach that to this jobsheet.  For example, if the conservation plan map was used as the basis for determining the grazing rotation, it will be attached and must show for at least 1 year the desired grazing rotation, including:  1) which paddocks will be grazed at approximate dates; 2) NRCS recommended stocking rate for each paddock; 3) total days of rest planned for each paddock.  The client agrees to keep livestock grazing records and provide them to NRCS annually. 
A general description of the grazing plan follows:

	









	Contingency Plan

	A contingency plan shall be developed that details potential problems (e.g., severe drought, flooding, wildfire) and serves as a guide for adjusting the grazing prescription to ensure resource management and economic feasibility without resource degradation.  
This will include contingency plans to evacuate or de-stock all grazing management units except a “sacrifice lot” in order to minimize damage to the greater grazing resource.
The contingency plan for the management unit is as follows:  

	









	Monitoring Plan

	A monitoring plan shall be developed with appropriate records to assess in determining whether the grazing strategy is resulting in a positive or upward trend and is meeting objectives.  Identify the key areas and key plants that the manager should evaluate in making grazing management decisions.
In the Pacific Islands Area, the Monitoring Plan will include use of the PI-RANGE-6 Stubble Height & Frequency Worksheet (optional), PI-RANGE-7 Stubble Height & Basal Gap Worksheet (required), PI-NRCS-414 Prescribed Grazing Certification Worksheet and/or the PI-NRCS-416 Browse Resource Evaluation Worksheet.  Only use the PI-NRCS-416 if the predominant grazing forage resource and key plants are woody species.  If the predominant forage base and the key grazing plants are herbaceous (not woody), use the PI-NRCS-414.

	“X” or describe the type of worksheet(s) to be completed as part of the monitoring plan (to be attached to this Jobsheet when completed):

	
	PI-RANGE-6 Stubble Height & Frequency Worksheet (optional)

	
	PI-RANGE-7 Stubble Height & Basal Gap Worksheet  (required) + Photo Documentation (required)

	
	PI-NRCS-414 Prescribed Grazing Certification Worksheet  (required)

	
	PI-NRCS-416 Browse Resource Evaluation Worksheet  (optional)

	Other, as described:  
	

	Key Grazing Species and Key Grazing Areas for Management Unit

	Mgt. Unit Name or #
	Key Forage or Browse Species
	Key Grazing Areas (shown on map)
	Measurement Taken &     Time of Year 
(e.g., stubble height, basal gap, frequency, etc. in the month of October)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	







	Average Monthly Rainfall Information

	The following graph is intended to help client in considering the timing of grazing and other activities such as Planting, Brush Management, etc. in association with Prescribed Grazing.  
Data from precip_a_hi00x grid codes: 




 (
Insert rainfall graph here, if applicable
)
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Prescribed Grazing Record Keeping

	Ranch Name:  
	
	Herd Name:
	

	Kind, class and numbers of animals in herd and dates
	Paddocks used by herd and acreages

	Kind/class
	No.
	Dates
	Paddock No:
	Acres:
	Paddock No:
	Acres:

	Bulls
	
	
	1
	13
	8
	20.4

	Cow-calf pairs
	
	
	2
	19.7
	9
	20

	Heifers
	
	
	3
	16.1
	10
	26.6

	Steers
	
	
	4
	21.4
	11
	18.9

	Horses:
	
	
	5
	17.8
	12
	10.9

	Sheep:
	
	
	6
	17.3
	Horse
	2.2

	Goats:
	
	
	7
	21.4
	
	



	20__ Grazing Records

	Total Rain-fall
	Months
	Days

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
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	October
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*Enter notes on the back if necessary.


[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Practice Approvals
This section documents the practice approvals and the client’s acknowledgement of his/her responsibilities.  
	
Job Approval Authority

	NRCS policy requires that the practice inventory and evaluation (I&E) data, design, and installation be approved by a NRCS or partner employee with the required Job Approval Authority (JAA) or higher.  

	Required Job Approval Authority for Practice (Enter Job Class I-V.):
See Ecological Practice JAA Worksheet: http://www.pia.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/.)
	Required JAA

	
	



	
Practice I&E and Design Approvals 

	Practice Approvals
	Print Name
	Signature
	Date
	JAA of Approver 
(I–V) 

	Inventory and Evaluation* 
	
	
	
	

	Design**
	
	
	
	


  *	The inventory and evaluation data needed to design the practice is adequate and accurate.
 **	The practice “design” (job specifications - requirements for installation, operation, and maintenance) as documented in this Jobsheet has been prepared in accordance with the Conservation Practice Standard.

	
Client’s Acknowledgement (To be completed after practice I&E and design have been approved.)

	By signing below, I acknowledge that I: 
· have reviewed this Jobsheet and have an understanding of its contents and requirements; 
· will make no changes to this Jobsheet, without prior concurrence of NRCS;
· will keep accurate and current grazing records and provide to NRCS annually, to include:
· Total number of livestock at the beginning of grazing season (or 12-month period).
· Dates of and numbers of livestock moved between paddocks.
· Total number of livestock at the end of the grazing season (or 12-month period).
· will install, operate, and maintain this practice in accordance with this Jobsheet; and
· will obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, comply with all ordinances and laws, and notify all utilities pertaining to the installation, operation, and maintenance of the practice.

	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Date



	
Practice Installation Approval (To be completed after practice installation and checkout.)

	Practice Approvals
	Print Name
	Signature
	Date
	JAA of Approver 
(I – V) 

	Year 1: Implementation*
	
	
	
	

	Year 2: Implementation*
	
	
	
	

	Year 3: Implementation*
	
	
	
	


  *	The practice has been installed in accordance with this Jobsheet, as verified by the practice checkout and checkout notes.
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