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A properly operated and maintained trail and walkway system can be a valuable asset to your operation. This practice is designed and installed to provide or improve access safely while minimizing damage to resources. Following are the minimum operation and maintenance requirements that will contribute to its longevity and functioning over a planned 15-year lifespan.
· Inspect the area annually and after significant rainfall to identify and perform repair and maintenance needs.
· Maintain trail and walkway surfaces in good condition, which can include periodic grading and addition of surface material.
· Repair eroded areas and re-vegetate as soon as possible.  Install additional erosion control measures, as needed, to stabilize any eroded areas.
· Remove debris and litter from trails and pathway surfaces, adjoining land areas, ditches and drainage facilities.  Maintain drainage facility capacities.
· Inspect for damage from rodents or burrowing animals.   Repair any damage.  Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage.
· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, and other damage to trail and walkway surfaces, earth-fills, side slopes, drainage facilities, water ways and storm water outlets or other appurtenances.
· Maintain good vegetative cover, mulches, and other covering installed for erosion protection.  Limit traffic with fencing or barriers, where needed.  Maintain good vegetative cover on all slopes and water courses.
· Additional operation and maintenance requirements, if any:
	


Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office for additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this operation and maintenance plan.
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