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A properly operated and maintained animal trail and walkway system can be a valuable asset to your operation. This practice is designed and installed to provide or improve animal access safely while minimizing damage to resources. Following are the minimum operation and maintenance requirements that will contribute to its longevity and functioning over a planned 10-year lifespan:
· Inspect trails annually and after significant rainfall to identify repair and maintenance needs.
· Immediately repair any damage, and maintain trail and walkway surfaces in good condition. This can include addition of surface material, removal of debris or accumulated manure, and ensuring capacity of water control structures.
· Limit livestock access to periods that permit usage without damage.
· For multiple adjacent vegetated walkways, rotate the walkways to allow for recovery of vegetation and for improvement of traffic supporting conditions.
· Repair eroded areas. Maintain good vegetative cover, mulches, and other covering installed for erosion protection.  Install additional erosion control measures, as needed, to stabilize any eroded areas.
Additional operation and maintenance requirements, as needed:
	



Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office for additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this operation and maintenance plan.
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