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A properly operated and maintained grade stabilization structure is an asset to your farm. This structure was designed and installed to stabilize an eroding area and to safely convey runoff from the drainage area and has an estimated life span of at least 15 years.  The life span of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.
This will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  The following are some recommendations to help you achieve that goal:
· Immediately repair any damage to the structure, embankments, or appurtenances. Take appropriate corrective actions to alleviate further damage. 
· Periodically replace and relocate rock riprap either by machine or by hand.  Repair or replace riprap to the lines and grades of the original design.
· Make sure all structure drains are functional and soil is not being transported through the drainage system.  Repair or replace any damaged or missing screens or rodent guards.
· Maintain vigorous growth of desirable vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, fertilization, and controlled application of herbicide when necessary. Periodic mowing or grazing (as appropriate) may also be needed to control height. Remove woody vegetation from embankments.
· Control livestock access to the structure.  They may damage vegetation or earthfill, resulting in accelerated soil erosion.
· Avoid operating equipment close to the structure.  Equipment can transfer vibration and weight to the structure that may be in excess of the design and cause damage or failure.
· Remove debris accumulation around the structure and immediately upstream or downstream of the structure. 
· Additional operation and maintenance requirements, if any:
	


Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service Field Office for additional technical assistance you might need for implementation of this operation and maintenance plan.
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