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NEW ENGLAND s5CS
WETLAND MAPPING CONVENTIONS
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PURPOSE

These mapping conventions ocutline the office procedures and mathods SCS
will use to prepare wetland determinations on agricultural land and
nonagricultural landd&/, Conventidng are in accordance with the Interagency
Memorandum of Agreement Concerning Wetlands Determinations for Purpcses of

. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Subtitle B of thae Food Security Act

48 agreed upon on January 6, 1994. The conventions are designed to ensgure
conaistency among the six New England states and their respective 3CS field
officas. All conventions will conform 'to the FSA Wetland Conservation
(Swampbuster) definitions. All lands on which $CS makes determinations
will have a label attached in accordance with these conventions.

Onsite wetland determinations will be made when: (1) an office
determination cannot be made with confidence, (2) a producer appeals a
wetland determination, (3) ASCS has issued an AD-569 with rzegard to a
potential Swampbuster violation, (4) spot checks or cther quality review
measures indicate potential VSA/FACTA wetland violations, {5) it is
necessary to assess the effectiveness of an existing drainage system, or
(6) a producer has indicated an intent to convert a non-cropland area to
cropland, or to drain, fill, or otherwise modify a wet ares. Onasite
determinations for agricultural lands will be made using procedures
described in the current SCS National Pood Security Act Manual. Onsite
determinations on nonagricultural landsdl/ will be made using the 1587 Corps
of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual.

GENERAL INPORMATION

Wetland determinations wmade in the cffice will uge, where avajilable: goil
survey maps, hydric soil lists, National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) maps,
USGS topographic maps, ASCS color slides, color infrared (CIR) photos,
black and white photos, cther tools including long term ¢climatological data
to determine normal weather conditions at the time of asrial photography.,
and parsonsal knowledge of an area. 8Soil survey maps will be the primary
data source uged for making office determinations throughout the six state
area. Use other tools to: (1) support the soil survey informatien, (2)
locate hydric inclusions in praedominantly non-hydeic soil mapping units,
(3) provide information on past hydrology and crepping history, and (4)
identify wet aresa photo signatures. All wetlands, regardless of size, will
be labelled in accordance with these mapping conventions.

ASCS will provide SC§ with an AD~1026 and three photocopies of the tracts
and fields in question. SCS will record wetland determinations on the SCS
CPA=026 and will enter the appropriate wetland label ©on the photocopies
provided by ASCS. SCS will return one copy to ASCS, and a copy will be
retained by SCS for its files. S$C§ will asend one copy of the photo to the
producer along with the landuser copy of tha CPA-026. If a photo provided
by ASCS shows an area ag cropland that was in gsome other land use (for
axample, pasture or woodland) bafora December 23, 1985, SC8 will reguast
additional information from ASCS and the producer as neecded to detezmine
whether a wetland conversion has occurred. ASCS color slides and other
photography will be used, as appropriata to determine land uwae, crop
higeory, and/er crop management hiatory.



LOCAL OPERATING PROCEIURES

The Interagency Memorandum of Agresment requires the signatory agencies to
coordinate on such issuss as pericdic oversight reviaws, reporting suspested
violations, and outreach to the agricultural commnity, among others. The

aencies will develop local operating procedures to address thess and other
issues related to the mapping conventions Seing addressed here.
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MAPPING CONVENTIONS

Cropland

Cropland which neats cropping hitteryzf and has not been abandonedd/ +
weets hydric soild/ criteria according to the National Food Security Act
Manual (NPSAM) + with* or without wet signature®/ on CIR photo, black &
white photo, or other photos or color slides, and does not flood or pond
for 13 consscutive days during the growing season in most years = pC,
¢(Requires dJdocumentation that the site does not pond or flood for
greater than 15 consecutive days during most years.)

Cropland which meets cropping histo and has not been abandonedd/ + non-

hydric soil that has hydric soild/ inclusions + wet signatured/ on CIR

- photo, black & white photos, or other photos or color slides + ponding

or flooding for less than 15 consecutive days = PC. {(Requizes

documsntation that the site does not pond or flood for greater than 1§
consecutive days during most years.)

‘cropland which meets oropping historys/ and has not been sbandonedd/ *+

mawts hydric soild/ criteria according to the NPSAM + wet signaturel/ on
CIR photo, black & white photos, or other photos or coler slides + may
pond or flood for at least 15 consecutive days during the growing season
in most years = FW or PC. An onsite evaluation may be nacttsary te

- determine extent of ponding or fleoding.

cropland without cropping historyd/ prior to 12/23/85 + mests hydric soild/
c¢riteria accord to the NFSAK or nonhydric soil + wet signaturel/ +
no manipulati aftar December 23, 1988 (farmad under natural

conditions) = W.

Cropland without crepping historyd/ prior to 12/23/88 + mests hydric soild/
oriteria according to the HFSAM + no wet -anatu:oil + mnnipulutodil
prior to 12/23/8% + no wetland oriteria = MW (for FSA only). A PC which

. meets wetland criteria + five years without annually planted crop + used
at least once evary five years for livestock grazing or hay h.rv-:einq -
VWP (may require an onsite investigstion).

A TV + five years without annually planted crop + used at least once in
five years fox pasture or hay = Fup.

A PC or M which mests wetland criteria + five years without annually

planted crop + not used at least once every five years for livestock
grazing or hay harvesting = W.

Cropland which meets cropping histo 4/ and has not been abandonedd/ + no
hydrie soild/ + no wet signatu - xW.

Cropland or any other agricultural lanel/ use which never met wetland
exiteria = NW,
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Cropland which has been abandonedd/ will be mapped according to the
conventions for pasture and hayland, or wetlands, as appropriate. Prior
converted cropland, which has been ahandonndﬁf, but which doas not meet

wetland oriteria remains labelled as »cC.

Pasturs and Nayland

Parmanent pasture Or pérmanent hayland which meets wetland criteria and has
not been abandon = FWP.

Parmansnt pasture oy purmanent hayland which meets wetland criteria and has
not been abandonedd/ + non-hydric soild/ that has hydric inclusions +
wot siqnnenr.i/ on CIR phato, black & white photos. or other photos or

color slides = PWP.
PWP + abandonedd/ = W,
Pormanent pasture or permanesnt hayland + nen-hydrie soild/ + no soil survey

wetness symbols + no avidence of manipulation®/ + no wet signatured/ en
CIR photo, black & white photos, or other photos or color slides = NW.

Permanent pasture or permanent hayland + meats cropping history®/ prior to

12/23/85 + meets hydric soild/ criteria according to the NFSAM + no wet
signatured/ + manipulation®/ prior to 12/23/85 and has not been

abandonedd/ = pc.

Watlands

other agricultural lansl/ (axcluding pasture, hayland, and eropland)
meats hydrie soild/ oriteria according to the NFSAM or wet signatur
. on CIR photo, black & whitt photos, or other photos or coler slides = W,

Other agricultural landl/ (excluding ure, hayland, and cropland) + none
hydric s0ild/ + no wet signa on CIR photo, black & white photos,
or other photos or color slides, and no soil survey wetness symbols + no

. ' evidence of drainage = NW.

Woodland/natural area -'(natrow. bands, - strips, szall pockets of
nonagricultural landd/) + meets hydric #0ild/ criteria aceording to the
NPSAM or wet signltutol/ on CIR photo, black & white photos, or other

photus or color wlides = W.

Woodland/natural area (narrow bands, strips, suall pockets of
nonagricultural landh/) + noa-hydric soild/ * no wet signatursd/ on CIR
photo, black & white photos, or other photos or color slides, and no
s0il survey wetness symbols + no evidence of manipulationt/ « ww.

Impoundments constructed on undrained hydric soilli/ or in chlthq
watlands = W.

Wetlands created by beaver activities or other natural events + any -oil *
presant for at least fivae ysars = W.
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Wetlands created by human activities on non-hydric soird/ , &ctive (or not
abandanedd/ ) prior converted c¢ropland, or in other non-wetland

situations = AW.

Manipulated Wetlands

Any wetland that was manipulated$®/: afeer December 23, 1985, but the
manipulation did not make production of an agricultural emod:l.:y

w‘.‘-bl. - WX,

Converted Wetlands

.Any wetland that was convcrf.odu Patween December 23, 1988 and Novamber 28

1990 which made the production of an nq:i.:ultu:u cammodity crop
posaible = CW.

Any wetland that was convertedd/ » after November 28, 1990 which made the
production of an agricultural commedity orop possible = CW+year.

_Any wetland that was convertedd/ + prior to December 23, 1988, has not bean

used for cropland, and wetland eriteria have not returned = NW. ‘
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TO SYNBOLS

Prior Converted Cropland

Farmed Wetland ‘ i

Fazmed Wetland ~ Pasturs or Hayland

Mon-wetland

Wetland

Artificial Wetland

Converted Wetland

CW+ysar = Converted Wetland and year of conversion after 1990

WX = Manipulated wetland after 1985

9r<3333 3

FOOTNOTES

Wet signatured/ is a sign of a water-strassed crop, no Crop growing, or
standing water. A wet signature on a fallow field or recently tilled field
is identified by a darker reflection than the surrounding seil ecslor
reflection. Taxtural or color contrast against an otherwise uniform area
may indicate wetness. Tirae marks, mowing, and plowing patterns which show
avoidance of a wet feature on the map are other signs that may be
_indicstive of wetness. Stereoscopic asrial photography can show relief and
vegestation strata. :

other agricultural landl/ is land other than for cropping, hayland, or
pasture. Examples are orchards, vineyards, and other pereanial crops that

. are not annually tilled.

The following footnotes follow the definitions as found in the National
Food Security Act Manual (NFSAM):

cropping historyd/

Abandomcntl/ ;
Hydric soild/
Manipulation$/

Converted wetlanall/

The following footnote further defines the dafinition as found in the
Interagancy Msmorandum of Agreasment Concerning Wetlands Determinations for
Purposes of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and Subtitia B of the Food

Security Act.
, Nonagricultural landd/ is land that has greater than 50V aerial coverage of

~J¢>‘Z non-grasses and non-lsgumes within a distinct plant community.  This
. ) definition applies to aerial photo interpretation or field observation.

' : o * * . .
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ADDENDUM
The following statement is a disclaimer to be made available to all USDA
participants for whom SCS provides wetland determinations.

DISCLAIMER

THE FOoOD SECURITY ACT OF 1985, AMENDED BY THE POOD, AGRICULTURE, AND
CONSERVATION TRADE ACT OF 1990, REQUIRRS THAT A WETLAND DETERMINATION BE
DONE ON YOUR TRACT OR TRACTS AS PART OF MAINTAINING RLIGIBILITY FOR USDA
PROGRAM BENEPITS. ' i

THE DETERMINATION POR YOUR TRACT OR TRACTS WAS MADE ACCORDING TO OFF-SITE
PROCEDURES BASED ON CURRENT CONDITIONS. THE DETERMINATION IS ONLY AR
INDICATION OF THE APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF WETLANDS AND THEIR BOUNDARIES.

THIS DETERMINATION IS NOT AN EXENPTION FROM ACTIVITIES COVERED BY THE CLEAN
WATER ACT OR OTHER FEDERAL, STATE, OR LOCAL NREQUIREMENTS. BEFORE YOU
DISTURE WRTLAMDS ON AGRICULTURAL OR NON-AGRICULTOURAL LAND, YOU WILL REQUES?T
AN ON-SITE DELINEATION FROM §C5 OR THE CORDS oF ENGINEERS, RESPECTIVELY, FOR
THOSZ ACTIVITIES COVERED UNDER SECTION 404 OF TRE CLEAN WATER ACT. .

1 2 2] L L2 i
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'MAPPING CONVENTIONS FOR WETLAND DETERMINATIONS

In January 1994, the Department of Agriculture, Department of
Interior, Department of the Army and Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) signed a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) concerning the
delineation of wetlands for purposes of section 404 of the Clean
Water Act and Subtitle B of the Food Security Act. Section V.A.1l.
of the MOA reguired each USDA~S0il Conservation Service (8CS8) sState
Conservationist to take the lead in working with the Army Corps of
Engineers (cCorps), EPA and Fish and Wildlife Sarvice (FWS) to

develop mapping conventions for use by Scs field staff in making

"Director

wetland.dctcrminations.‘

The SCS State Conservationists for the six New England states; the
New England Division of the Corps; the New England Area Office of
the FWS; and the New England Ragional Office of the EPA have
cooperated and developed the mapping conventions in accordance with
the terms of the MOA. The undersigned officially concur with and
endorse these mapping conventions, which age attached.

Gordon Beckett ! wless,
Supervisor Chief, Regulatory Division
New England Area Office New England Division

Fish & Wildlife Service Army Corps of Engineers

-

David A. Fiefra

Water Management Division
Environmental Protection Agency

Anthony Dor
State ConserVationist
Rhode Island

State Conservationist Aeriag
Connecticut

Soil Conservation Service i Soil Conservation Service
hard Gallo ]

State Cornservationist tate Conservationist

- Magsachusetts Vermont . .

Soil Conservation Service Soil Conservation Service

Last signature affixed:
August 10, 1994

State Conservationist
Maine )
Soil Conservation Service
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‘ DRAF‘ * VERMONT MATRIX FOR USING THE $‘4p,

NEW ENGLAND WETLAND MAPPING CONVENTIONS

The New England Wetland Mapping Conventions are to be followed for all in-
office wetland determinations. This matrix is intended to be used as a
quick an easy guide for deciding upon the appropriate wetland label for an
area under these conventions. This matrix will not cover all situations
encountered in the field. Dafinitions of terms can be found in the third
.edition of the National Pood Security Act Manual (NFSAM). If you have

. questions or problems concerning the use of this matrix please contact the
state office. An asterisk (») after the label indicates a field
verification of this determination may be neaeded to ascertain if wotland
criteria are met on the site.

CROPLAND

Wet
Mects Crop Hiydric Soil Sywmbol or Flooding/
Y N Y or K N PC
Y N N Y N PC
Y N b 4 or Y Fue
Y N N N Y FW#
Y N N N N NW
Mamipuisted Wet
Motts Coop and Used Hydsie So Symbol or
Histovy Befoes 12/85 Abasdopss Map Usit Siganture Desigastion
N Y ) § Y ) 4 403
R Y N N b 4 FWPe :
N ) 4 N Y N - FWP* or NW*
N b 4 N N N NW
Wat
Hydric Soil Symbol or
Abandoaed Map Usit Signature Designation
N N - b 4 Nor ¥ w
N N - N Y W* or NwW»
N N - N N NwW



Desigantion
PC
PC
PC
PC
5
b4}
a1
v
FWP
P
WP
NW
NW
W
NW
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(or)
(and)

WMICRX t KT S

For Noo-Ag
 Purpose Designation
- cwW
- CW+YR
= WX
Y CWNA
New
Desigaation
PC
FWp
W
PC*»
FW
FWP
W
RW* or CW»
WP
w ,
NW# or CwW*
NW»
FWP®
we
We



