
SD NRCS Cultural Resources Procedures for All Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Projects.

On September 29, 2004, the South Dakota Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and the Farm Service Agency (FSA) signed a formal Memorandum of Agreement (MOU) for implementing cultural resources compliance roles and responsibilities for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) in South Dakota.  This MOU becomes operational in FY 2005 (i.e., as of October 1, 2004) and recognizes FSA in their lead agency role in CRP and cultural resources consultation, while acknowledging NRCS’s technical expertise in the environmental evaluation portion of the conservation planning process.

Follows is a brief summary of the changes in dealing with cultural resource compliance issues as they relate to NRCS’s role in CRP:

1. The SD-SSC-1 and SD-SSC-2 and attachments will no longer be sent to or reviewed by an NRCS Cultural Resource Specialist.  They will now be delivered to the FSA County Executive Director (CED);

2. NRCS will utilize the FSA List 1 attached to the MOU to determine which CRP practices are undertakings with the potential to affect cultural resources.  This list is fairly close to the NRCS (Exhibit 1 of the State Level Agreement) list with several additions (to be updated on the NRCS list in the near future).  These additions are for projects previously listed as non-undertakings on NRCS Exhibit 1, but are listed as undertaking now if they include new ground breaking or earthmoving activities that may affect cultural resources.

	Conservation Cover w/new ground breaking
	327
	U

	Critical Area Planting w/new ground breaking/borrow
	342
	U

	Riparian Herbaceous Cover w/new ground breaking/borrow
	390
	U

	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management
	645
	U

	Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (No new breaking or trees)
	645
	N


3. For undertakings that do NOT have the potential to effect cultural resources pursuant to FSA List 1 in the FSA/NRCS CRP Memorandum of Understanding.  NRCS Personnel will provide the following to FSA:
SD-CPA-52 Form Only:  The NRCS District Conservationist (DC) will submit this form to the FSA County Executive Director (CED) with the cultural resources section (Section K) marked as “Not Applicable.”  
FSA does not need to contact the SHPO.  The project may proceed as far as cultural resources are concerned.
4. For undertakings that DO have the potential to effect cultural resources pursuant to FSA List 1 in the FSA/NRCS CRP Memorandum of Understanding.
NRCS Personnel will provide the following to FSA:
SD-CPA-52 Form:  The NRCS DC will submit this form to the FSA CED with the cultural resources section (Section K) marked as “To Be Determined.” 
FSA does NOT send this form to the SHPO.

SD-SSC-1 Form: Will be utilized by NRCS for all undertakings in which database searches (i.e., ARMS, National & State Registers) for known resources in the area of potential effects (APE) are negative, the APE is less than 40 acres in size, and where landowner or program consultation does not indicate the potential for cultural resources.  When the above conditions are met, a pedestrian field review of the APE will be conducted. The SD-SSC-1 form will be filled out completely in the appropriate form database, signed by the NRCS Field Office Personnel (FOP) who conducted the field review, and sent with the appropriate USGS map attachment(s) to the FSA CED prior to project implementation.  
· When no cultural resources are located by the NRCS field review the results will be documented on the SD-SSC-1 form.   
FSA can utilize the information included on the SD-SSC-1 form to consult with the SHPO.
· When cultural resources are located during the NRCS field review in completing the SD-SSC-1, these located resources will be documented on the appropriate drop-down list on the SD-SSC-1 form (“Cultural Resources Located During Field Inspection”).  

As a result of locating archeological resources, the CED should consult with the FSA Environmental Coordinator on how to proceed.  FSA may ask the landowner to pursue alternate practice locations (i.e., new undertaking which may require a new SD-SSC-1 form), have an archeological survey (non-NRCS) conducted, or look at other options. 
SD-SSC-2 Form: Will be utilized by NRCS for all undertakings in which any of the database searches (i.e., ARMS, National & State Registers) for known resources in the APE are positive, the APE is more than 40 acres in size, or where landowner or program consultation indicates the potential for cultural resources.  This form will also be used on projects that include Federal or State owned lands, areas of Tribal ownership, Trust land (or that managed by BIA), or areas where tribal ordinances apply*.  No NRCS pedestrian field reviews will be conducted.  The SD-SSC-2 form will be filled out completely in the appropriate form database, signed by the appropriate FOP and sent with the appropriate map attachment(s) to the FSA CED prior to project implementation.  
The CED should consult with the FSA Environmental Coordinator on how to proceed for each SD-SSC-2.  After the FSA Environmental Coordinator reviews the SD-SSC-2 form, they may request the FSA CED to ask the NRCS DC to submit a SD-SSC-1 form for the project (this may occur after the FSA Environmental Coordinator concludes through additional research that known archeological sites are not located within the project area).
Once FSA completes consultation and receives concurrent approval from consulting parties (i.e., SHPO, ACHP, etc.), the FSA CED will supply the NRCS DC with said documentation showing that cultural resources issues are resolved prior to NRCS participating in practice implementation.  The FSA CED, upon completion of the consultation process, may modify (i.e., write in) the SD-CPA-52 cultural resource section to “No Effect” (if that determination is applicable to the project) and sign off on the SD-CPA-52 form.
CRP projects will still be documented in the NRCS SD-SSC-1 and SD-SSC-2 database.
Please familiarize yourself with the attached MOU.  If you have any questions, please contact Dana Vaillancourt, NRCS State Cultural Resource Specialist, at 352-1217.
*Tribal areas requiring an SD-SSC-2 include Corson, Dewey & Ziebach Counties, as well as land within the exterior reservation boundaries of the Lower Brule Reservation.  FSA is responsible for ALL tribal consultation related to CRP.

