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CROPLAND – LAND CAPABILITY CLASS IIw

CURRENT CONDITIONS – Continuous conventional till, drilled soybeans on Enville fine sandy loam 0-2 percent slopes.  Crop residue left on field over winter.  Field has drainage ditches that empty into creek that follow along perimeter of field.  Field is fertilized annually without a soil test at a 0-40-80 rate and limed once every four years with two tons per acre.  Actual P & K levels are 115 (High) and 300 (High), respectively, with a pH of 5.7.  The field is cropped to within 15 feet of the creek channel, which has no woody vegetation on its bank, and some lateral headcuts are beginning to form.  In addition, soybeans are planted as close to drainage ditches as equipment will allow.  Sickle Pod population has gradually increased in the field.  Post emergence herbicide applied once annually, and the sprayer has never been calibrated. 

RMS OPTION -  Take standard soil samples and apply lime and fertilizer according to realistic yield expectation (RYE).  Sample once every two years and test for micronutrients once every four years.  Scout fields before spraying to determine species of weeds present and economic threshold.  Calibrate spray equipment.  Establish Riparian Forest Buffer along creek bank with low growing trees such as willow or silky dogwood.  Establish 30’grass (reed canary grass) filter strips along drainage ditches and in conjunction with riparian buffer.  Implement crop rotation (e.g., soybeans/grain sorghum) to improve weed control.  If headcuts are too large to be treated by vegetative practices, consider installing Grade Stabilization Structures. 
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EFFECTS OF PRACTICES EXPRESSED AS:  “+” = Positive Effect; “-” = Negative Effect; “0” = Slight or Negligible Effect; “F” = Facilitating Practice; and “NA” = Practice Not Applicable.

