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CROPLAND – LAND CAPABILITY CLASS IIIe

CURRENT CONDITIONS – Conventional tilled tobacco followed by an early seeded cover crop on a Waynesboro clay loam on 5-12 percent slopes (HEL).  Soil samples are taken annually, and fertilization recommendations are followed.  Pesticides are applied in accordance with pest management plan.  Several areas of ephemeral gullies occur every spring after crop is planted.  Areas of black shank and other soil borne diseases have increased in size over the past three years.  Operator rotationally grazes cover crop with heifers.  Heifers have access to water and shade at edge of field.

RMS OPTION 1 – Change from continuous tobacco to a crop rotation of two years tobacco with winter cover followed by four years orchardgrass and red clover for pasture/hay.  Develop grazing plan for any grazing that may occur.  When preparing field for tobacco crop, leave contour buffer strips at proper intervals and grassed waterways in sod to reduce ephemeral gullies.
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EFFECTS OF PRACTICES EXPRESSED AS:  “+” = Positive Effect; “-” = Negative Effect; “0” = Slight or Negligible Effect; “F” = Facilitating Practice; and “NA” = Practice Not Applicable.



















