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PASTURE – BEEF FARM WITH STREAM IMPACTS

CURRENT CONDITIONS – This farm has 30 head of beef cattle on 100 acres used for pasture and hay.  Soils are moderate and deep well drained.  Tall fescue is the predominant pasture species, bermuda in some fields, 10 to 20 percent white clover in pasture fields, and volunteer crabgrass and bluegrass in closely grazed areas.  A stream runs through the center of the property.  There are some cattle paths to water areas.  There are gullies headcutting in some drainageways.  The feed area is muddy and void of vegetation and located near a stream.  Limited shade is available.  Nimblewill and buttercup are prevalent in some fields.  The landowner wants to feed less hay, reduce mud problems, improve legume component of forage mixture, increase stocking rate, control weeds, and improve water for cattle.  No cultural resources or threatened or endangered species have been identified on this farm.

RMS OPTION – Implement Prescribed Grazing for improved utilization and distribution of forages.  Use Pasture and Hayland Planting to improve legume component of forage production.  Denuded and other areas that will continue to have heavy use or serve as filters will be seeded using the Critical Area Planting standard.  Heavy Use Area Protection will be used for control of mud and relocation away from stream.  Stream Crossing will be installed, and cattle fenced away from the remainder of the stream.  Grade Stabilization Structures will be installed for control of gully headcuts.  Watering Facility will be used for improvement of water quality and quantity.  Pest Management will be used for weed control.  Nutrient Management will be used for improved production, persistence, and distribution of forage.  Fences will be installed to facilitate practices. 
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EFFECTS OF PRACTICES EXPRESSED AS:  “+” = Positive Effect; “-” = Negative Effect; “0” = Slight or Negligible Effect; 

“F” = Facilitating Practice; and “NA” = Practice Not Applicable.

