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Purpose: Reminder and clarification of NRCS responsibility for consideration of cultural
resources and associated accountability requirements at the field office level.
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File Code: 190-15-11

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is responsible for the identification and

evaluation of cultural resources and the protection of historic properties affected by NRCS

undertakings on nonfederal lands.

e NRCS recognizes that cultural resources are an integral part of our national heritage and
recognizes its responsibilities for historic preservation.

e NRCS will identify and protect cultural resources early in the planning and environmental
evaluation processes of all assistance activities classified as an undertaking.

e Itis NRCS policy to protect cultural resources in their original location to the fullest extent
practicable by avoiding adverse impacts.

Under a national Programmatic Agreement (PA), NRCS fulfills its responsibility to meet
requirements of the Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act in accordance with the
policy and procedures set forth in General Manual (GM) Title 420, Social Sciences, Parts 401
and 601 with a streamlined process for conservation technical assistance and other activities that
are primarily delivered at the NRCS field office level. As specified in the national PA each state
is to develop and follow a State Level Agreement (SLA) in cooperation with the State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO). As a result of the SLA, policy and procedures are in place that are
specific to the concerns of the NRCS in Texas and the Texas SHPO. Texas NRCS policy and
procedures have been in effect since FY2000 and there are no changes.

Cultural resources field inspections should be conducted for any conservation practice that has
potential to affect cultural resources. GM 420, Parts 401.40, 401.41, and 401.42 provide general
guidelines on which conservation practices will require field inspections to identify cultural
resources that may be present. The depth and extent of previous disturbances should also be
considered when making a decision as to whether a practice has potential to affect cultural
resources.
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The area of potential effect (APE) is limited to the actual areas associated with an individual
conservation practice that will result in ground disturbance that exceeds depth of previous
disturbance. For example, a federally cost-shared farm pond will be installed in a 100-acre
pasture. The pond impacts a total of 2 acres including the dam, spillway, and reservoir area. The
APE for the pond is 2 acres and a cultural resources field inspection should be conducted prior to
installation only on that area. NRCS has no authority or responsibility to conduct a field
inspection on the other 98 acres. Recordkeeping and reporting will be for only the 2 acres.

Proper recordkeeping and reporting of cultural resources activities is an essential accountability
element of the SLA. The approved guidance, Basic Cultural Resources Compliance Procedure
for Texas NRCS, accompanies this bulletin. The document summarizes current policy and
procedures, including action points when data should be entered in the Performance Results
System (PRS). Refer to TX Bulletin TX140-07-02 for guidance on reporting cultural resources
activities in PRS.

Any questions regarding cultural resources compliance should be directed to Calvin Sanders,
Cultural Resources Specialist, Temple, at 254-742-9876.
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