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1. The Standard issued for use in Virginia no longer contains “how-to” information.  It now describes the minimum requirements of this practice.  The “how-to” information is contained in Virginia Engineering Design Guide #578 – Stream Crossing. 
2. With issuance of this new Standard, Stream Crossing (Code 578) and Animal Trails and Walkways (Code 575) are now two separate Standards.

3. Access Roads.  The Virginia Conservation Practice Standard Access Road (Code 560) shall be used to determine the design storm for the crossing if Access Road is used in conjunction with Stream Crossing.  

4. Stream Approaches.  The allowable slope for approach ramps has been changed from 8:1 to 6:1.  (A slope of 8:1 is still recommended but is not required.)

5. Permits.  This section has been revised to say:

“Clean Water Act.  If a stream crossing is installed according to this standard and conditions a), b) and c) below apply, an exemption to the requirements of the Clean Water Act (on file at the State Office) allows construction and no further permits are required.  If one or more of these conditions do not apply, an individual local-state-federal joint permit is required.  The landowner is responsible for acquiring all needed permits and for all agency contacts.  

Conditions

a. The watershed area is less than five square miles.  
b. There are no special environmental concerns identified in the Environmental Evaluation (Form VA-1).
c. The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) has been notified of the proposed work and site locations for all trout waters.  If a site visit is requested by VDGIF, this visit will be conducted prior to construction.” 
“COE Nationwide Permit 18.   Under this permit, dredging below the plane of the ordinary high water mark shall not exceed 25 cubic yards.  If installation of the stream crossing will require removal of more than 25 cubic yards of material, an individual permit is required. 

6. Criteria for Culvert and Bridge Crossings.  For drainage areas less than or equal to 50 acres, the guidance for determination of the minimum allowable pipe size has been changed.  It is now based on the land use and the USGS Physiographic Region.  For most locations in the State, a 24” pipe will still be the minimum allowable pipe size.  For the Northern and Southern Piedmont regions, a 30” minimum pipe size is required.  See Virginia Engineering Design Note #578 for the map of these regions.

The length of the culvert shall be adequate to extend the full width of the crossing, including side slopes plus one foot on each side.  

A minimum of one foot of cover shall be placed over the culvert.
7. PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS.  The Design DATA and Check DATA requirements have been revised to reflect a more consistent format from one Standard to another.  Design requirements specific to Stream Crossing have been added.  

8. The Standard Drawings for this practice have been revised.  

