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Field Border:  A strip or area of permanent vegetation established at the edge or around the perimeter of a field.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Conservation Purposes
· Reduce erosion from wind and water
· Protect soil and water quality
· Manage pest populations
· Provide wildlife food and cover
· Increase carbon storage 
· Improve air quality

Resource Management Systems:
This practice is applied around the perimeter of fields and can be used to support or connect a system of other conservation practices within and between fields.  This practice may also apply to recreation land or other land uses where agronomic crops including forages are grown.

Field Border is applied as a component of a conservation system of  conservation practices to meet the resource concerns and client objectives that result from the conservation planning process.  Implementation of Field Border 386 shall comply with all Federal, Tribal, State and local regulations and permit requirements that may apply.

Common supporting practices include, but not limited to:  Grassed Waterway, Filter Strip, Contour Buffer Strip, Upland Wildlife Habitat, Pest Management, Residue and Tillage management practices and Riparian Forest Buffer.  

General criteria:
Minimum Field Border widths are determined by site-specific field attributes and the defined purposes for implementing the practice.

Field borders consist of plant species of permanent grass, forbs, legumes and/or shrubs that are adapted to soil and climate attributes of the site, they do not function as host for plant diseases of associated field crops and are not classified on Washington State Noxious weed lists.  

Plants selected for field borders have the physical characteristics necessary to control wind and water erosion to tolerable levels within the field border area. 
 
Seedbed preparation, seeding rates, dates, depths, fertility requirements, and planting methods will be consistent with approved local criteria and site conditions.

Current NRCS erosion and soil quality assessment tools are used for conservation planning and design of Field Borders.
[image: 15-1]

Ephemeral gullies and rills present within and upslope to any Field Border area will be eliminated prior to seedbed preparation and during the long term management of the practice.

Additional design and implementation criteria for specific conservation purposes are included in the Field Border 386 practice standard and applied to specifications developed for the use of this practice:

PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS:  Conservation plans and practice specifications for each field border area are prepared according to Field Border 386 conservation practice standard and supporting documents:   Washington eFOTG, Section IV.  Practice specifications describe the decisions for design and implementation to meet the intended conservation purpose(s).   Document the individual Field Border specifications on the Field Border 386 Conservation Practice Job Sheet specification provided.  

OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
· Maintain a functioning Field Border by removing accumulated sediment affecting sheet flow entering the border or the health and vigor of the Field Border   Repair and reseed ephemeral gullies and rills that develop within and upslope to the field border area.
· Damage to the field Border by animals, tillage or spray operations is repaired by reshaping and or reseeding the area as needed to maintain a functioning conservation practice.
· Avoid vehicle traffic when soil moisture conditions are saturated.  Manage nutrients, pest and other techniques such as mowing to maintain healthy vegetation within the Field Border area.  Suppress all noxious weed infestations and minimize the affect of compaction.
· Maintenance activities that result in disturbance of vegetation should not be conducted during the nesting season of grass nesting birds.




	Client / Business Name:
	     

	Operation Location: 
	     
	County
	     

	Planning Assistance by:
	     
	Date
	     



Attach Conservation Plan Map:  Delineate and Identify Fields, (CMUs), soil information and Field Border locations, identification and dimensions.  Additional map information includes topography, sensitive areas, existing buffers, profile view diagrams if appropriate. 

	Field Border Location
	     
	Field Border Identification
	     

	Primary Purposes:
	     

	Client Objectives:
	     




	Individual Field Border Design ( Field Border Area)

	Border Width
	     
	Soil Map units w slope
	     

	Border Length
	     
	Critical Erosion Periods
	Wind
	     
	Water
	     

	Border Acres 
	     
	Planned Erosion estimates
	Wind t/a
	     
	Water t/a
	     

	Soil Conditioning Index Before Field Border 
	     
	Soil Conditioning Index 
After Field Border
	     
	Dominant Wind Direction degrees
	     
	Precip
	     




GRASS
	Species Selection and Rates
Reference:  NRCS Plant Materials Technical Notes 1 and 2; Washington eFOTG; Section I

	
Seeding Date
	     
	Border Area (acres):
	     
	Total PLS Lbs/ac: 
	     

	Cultivar / Species 
	% of mix (PLS)
	Species Rate
Lbs/acre (PLS)
	Species % PLS
	Bulk species Lbs/ac

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Totals
	     
	Total seed planted LBS/ac
	     

	Site Preparation, Seeding methods and establishment activities including calibration
Reference:  NRCS Plant Materials Technical Notes 6 and 7; Washington eFOTG Section I

	Site Preparation and timing
	     

	Seeding Method and timing
	[bookmark: Text228]     

	Nutrient / Pest management 
	     







LEGUMES/SHRUBS
	Species Selection and Rates
Reference:  NRCS Plant Materials Technical Notes 1 and 2; Washington eFOTG; Section I

	
Seeding Date
	     
	Border Area (acres):
	     
	Total PLS Lbs/ac: 
	     

	Cultivar / Species 
	% of mix (PLS)
	Species Rate
Lbs/acre (PLS)
	Species % PLS
	Bulk species Lbs/ac

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Totals
	     
	Total seed planted LBS/ac
	     

	Site Preparation, Seeding methods and establishment activities including calibration
Reference:  NRCS Plant Materials Technical Notes 6 and 7; Washington eFOTG Section I

	Site Preparation and timing
	     

	Seeding Method and timing
	     

	Nutrient / Pest management 
	     




	Additional  Comments: 

	     






	Operation and Maintenance:  Maintain original border width, manage plant health and stand density, inspect after major storms and remove trapped sediment greater than six inches deep, and repair as needed. Shutoff sprayers and lift tillage equipment when turning on a field border.   Maintain or improve soil quality and productivity within Field Border Area. 

	Other:       


















	



Client’s Acknowledgement (To be signed after Job sheet is completed and before practice installation.)

	By signing below, I acknowledge that I: 
· have reviewed and understand the site specific design, installation specifications and operation/maintenance requirements in this Job Sheet and have an understanding of the purposes and criteria for use of this conservation practice; 
· will install, operate, and maintain this conservation practice in accordance with the site specific Job Sheet specifications.
·   will make no changes to the planned design and installation without prior written approval of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
· will obtain all necessary permits and/or rights, and comply with all ordinances and laws pertaining to the installation, operation, and maintenance of this conservation practice, prior to the start of installation; and
· will assume responsibility for notifying all Utilities affected by the installation, operation and maintenance of this conservation practice.

	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Date



	Required Job Approval Authority or TSP Certification Category:  Field Border 396

	NRCS Job Approval Authority:  
 (Job Class required for design and installation).  (I, II, III, IV, or V).

	Design:
	     
	Installation:
	     

	Practice Units Description:
	ACRES
	Amount Applied
	     

	Required Certification Categories for Technical Service Providers
	Category for this Practice:
	Land Treatment - Buffer



	Practice Design Certification:  (To be completed after Job Sheet is complete and before practice installation.)

	By signing below, I certify that:
· The conservation practice planning and design outlined in this Job Sheet Specification meet the purposes, associated criteria, appropriate site conditions and client objectives;  and
· I have the required Job Approval Authority or TSP certification required for this conservation practice design.  

	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Date

	
	
	

	Print Name
	
	Title



	Practice Installation Certification  (To be completed after practice installation and check out)

	By signing below, I certify that:
· the practice has been installed according to the site specific installation requirements and specifications, 
· required operation and maintenance requirements are being met;  and
· I have the required Job Approval Authority or TSP Certification for this conservation practice installation


	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Date

	
	
	

	Print Name
	
	Title




USDA is an equal opportunity employer and service provider.
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