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                    Introduction 

Resource Management Systems

NRCS provides conservation planning and technical assistance to clients (individuals, groups, and units of government).  These clients develop and implement plans to protect, conserve, and enhance natural resources (soil, water, air, plants, and animals) within their social and economic interests.  

Conservation planning involves more than considering individual resources, or parts of a system or landscape.  It focuses on the complete natural systems and ecological processes that sustain the resources.  It is imperative that planners strive to balance natural resource issues with the economic and social needs of their client through the development of Resource Management Systems (RMS).  

Guidance pertaining to RMS is found in the National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH), and should be used extensively with all sections of the FOTG.  Conservation planning is a natural resource problem solving and management process.  The process integrates economic, social, and ecological considerations to meet private and public needs.  Conservation planning emphasizes desired future conditions, helps improve natural resources management, minimizes conflict, and addresses problems and opportunities.

An RMS is a combination of conservation practices and resource management, identified by land or water uses, for the treatment of all resource concerns for soil, water, air, plants, and animals that meet or exceed the quality criteria for resource sustainability as described within this section of the FOTG.  It is NRCS’s objective in the conservation planning process to help each client attain a RMS on their entire operating unit to ensure that their natural resources are protected and sustained.

The information contained within this section provides the level of treatment and minimum conservation practices that are required to achieve a RMS.  The level of treatment and desired conservation effects are stated in either qualitative or quantitative terms as applicable.  If a client is unable to implement the necessary conservation practices or management decisions to attain a RMS, “progressive planning” as described in the NPPH should be provided as long as the client shows interest and is willing to work toward achieving a higher level of resource management.

Alternative Conservation Systems (ACS) and Basic Conservation Systems (BCS) apply only to treating sheet, rill, wind, and ephemeral gully erosion on Highly Erodible Lands (HEL), as defined in the Food Security Act of 1985, as amended.  An ACS is a system of practices applied that will significantly reduce soil loss, but may not reduce erosion to the tolerable level (T) for the Conservation Management Unit (CMU).  An ACS can be only be approved by the State Conservationist, and is done as a last resort on a case by case basis.  A BCS is a system of practices that will reduce erosion to tolerable level (T), and is the minimum treatment required for “sodbusted” land.  A BCS may be a component of a RMS.
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