Air Resources

Resource Consideration  : Air Quality



Types of Concerns and problems
Definitions
quality criteria
assessment tool(s)
data needs and sources
laws, regulations and guidance

Airborne sediment, particles, ect.

Resource Concern Code
(Code:AQ4)

Criteria:

*  Airborne sediment, smoke, and particulate levels shall not degrade air quality within or outside the planning area to unsafe or unhealthy levels.

Criteria can be met by one or more of the following:

*  Planned measures maintain visibility; adequate visual distance and clarity,

*  Planned measures prevent the shortening or diminishing the life of equipment or structures.

*  Planned measures meet Federal and/or State air quality standards for human/animal health.
Visual observations.

Local air quality indexes.

Monitoring data for particulate matter (Clean Air Act monitoring).

Clean Air Act - as amended

Clean Air Act - Regional Haze Rule

Airborne Chemical Drift

Resource Concern Code
(Code: AQ1)

Criteria:

*  Airborne chemical drift of agricultural chemicals applied above the ground surface shall not leave the target area.

Criteria can be met by one or more of the following:

*  The land user follows state regulations and Land Grant University recommendations.

*  Planned measures prevent damage or harm to non-targets plants or animals.
Visual observation.

Offsite impacts from chemical drift, i.e.: plant damage at sites near application areas such as dead or weakened plants and flowers).



Clean Air Act - as amended.

NOTE:  There is concern (Roel) that odor and chemical drift from agricultural sources are not cited in the Clean Air Act.  Some agricultural chemicals are considered toxic pollutants but are not addressed specifically from agricultural sources.  The [Clean Air] act deals primarily with industrial and vehicular sources.

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act - as amended.

Odors

Resource Concern Code
(Code: AQ2)

Criteria:

*  Undesirable odors originating in the planning area from sources such as confined livestock, animal waste, waste storage areas, field application of animal waste and other agricultural organic compounds shall be minimized or reduced to applicable local and/or State regulations.

Criteria are met by one or more of the following:

*  Planned measures in treated areas are in compliance with applicable local or state laws

*  Intensity and duration of odors do not contribute to problems such as continuing complaints from neighboring landowners.

*  Reasonable odor control measures are employed on the farm.
On site determination.

Complaints from neighbors.

NRCS - Agricultural Waste Field Handbook.

"Managing Livestock Odor", NRCS Mid-Atlantic IRT Technical Note #8

Clean Air Act - as amended - see note under "Chemical Drift".

State laws

Local laws

(With regard to regulations, odor is handled at the state level and below).

(  )  Resource Concern Code used for EQIP fund accounting.
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Condition:

Air Movement



Criteria:

*  Activities within the planning area shall not adversely affect air movement for human health as well as the health, growth and production of plants and animals.

Criteria can be met by the following:

*  Observation or onsite measurement results in achieving acceptable and desired air movement in the planned area.


On site observations;

NRCS - Agricultural Waste Field Handbook



Condition:

Humidity

Criteria:

*  Activities within the planned area shall not adversely affect air humidity for human health as well as the health, growth and production of plants and animals.

Criteria can be met by one or more of the following:

*  Observation or onsite measurement results in acceptable and desired levels of relative humidity.


On site observations.



(  )  Resource Concern Code used for EQIP fund accounting.

