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American Indian Tribes

Introduction

The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) stipulates that federal agencies must “seek to identify any Indian tribes that might attach religious and cultural significance to properties in the area of potential effect, whether or not such properties are on tribal lands.”

The following is a list of American Indian Tribes that possess tribal lands within Florida and those that are federally recognized that hold tribal lands outside the state of Florida, but may attach religious and cultural significance to properties within the state.   These American Indian Tribes may have to be included in the NHPA consultation process, though they do not possess tribal lands in Florida.  
American Indian Tribes of Florida

Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida

The Miccosukee Indians were originally part of the Creek Nation, which was an association of clan villages that inhabited the areas now known as Alabama and Georgia. 

In 1994, there were 369 enrolled Miccosukee tribal members.  The Miccosukee Service Area is composed of Tribal members and their families, independent Miccosukee, Seminoles and other Indian families residing along the Tamiami Trail (U.S. 41) from Miami to Naples.  The total population of the Miccosukee Service Area is about 550.

Presently, the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida has three reservation areas in the State of Florida:  Picayune, Tamiami and portions of Broward County.

Seminole Tribe of Florida

For thousands of years before the coming of Europeans to southeastern North America, perhaps as many as 400,000 of the ancestors of the Seminoles built towns and villages and complex civilizations across the vast area. After 1510, when the Spaniards began to explore and settle in their territory, disease killed many of these people.

In 1763, when the first English speakers entered Florida, they found many tribes, such as the Euchee, Yamasee, Timugua, Tequesta, Abalachi, Coça, and hundreds of others, living as "free people" across the head of the Florida peninsula, on the Alachua savannah (now known as Alachua County).  English speakers ignored their separate tribal affiliations and just called them all Seminolies, or Seminoles. 

In 1690, in Georgia, English traders found many other Maskókî tribes living along low-lying creeks, especially the Oconî and Ogichî tribes, and, once again ignoring the realities of the Natives' lives, they began to refer to these and, soon, all of the Maskokî peoples across the Southeast just as “Creeks.”

By 1813, some of the Maskókî tribes in Alabama rose up against the white settlers and against those other tribes that supported white settlement, known as the Creek War (1813-14).  Several thousand Maskókî people migrated southward into Spanish Florida where they and the Seminoles increased their resistance to continued white settlement. 

After a series of encounters, known as the First (1814-18), Second (1835-42) and Third Seminole (1856-58) Wars, possibly as few as 300 Seminoles, “Creeks,” and Mikisúkî took refuge inside the inhospitable swamps of the Everglades.

On August 21, 1957 a majority of Seminoles voted to establish an administrative entity called the Seminole Tribe of Florida.  Not all of the Seminole people in Florida chose to participate in this new organization, however.  In 1962, after several years of negotiations, a group of Mikisúkî speakers with camps along the Tamiami Trail created the Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida.

Today, there are about 500 members of this Tribe.  The Seminole Tribe of Florida has almost 3,000 members, living on five reservations across the peninsula at Hollywood (formerly Dania), Big Cypress, Brighton, Fort Pierce, Immokalee, and Tampa. 

Additional American Indian Tribes Included in NHPA Consultation

The following is a list of American Indian Tribes that are federally recognized, which may consider portions of Florida to have religious and cultural significance, and thereby may be included in the NHPA consultation process though they do not possess any tribal lands in Florida.

· Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma

· Poarch Band of Creek Indians of Alabama

· Seminole Nation of Oklahoma
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