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A properly operated and maintained irrigation field ditch is an asset to the farm.  This ditch was designed and installed to convey water from the source of supply to a field or fields in a farm distribution system.  The estimated life span of this installation is at least 10 years.  The life of this installation can be assured and usually increased by developing and carrying out a good operation and maintenance program.

This practice will require you to perform periodic operation to maintain satisfactory performance.  Here are some recommendations to help you develop a good operation and maintenance program:

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

· Maintain cross section and gradient by controlling ditch erosion and bank sloughing.

· Immediately remove silt deposits, obstructions, or blockage of the drainage system that includes channel spillways, trash racks, inlets, or outlets.

· Maintain growth of planned vegetative coverings. This includes reseeding, fertilization, and application of herbicides when necessary.  Periodic mowing may also be needed to control excessive growth.  Avoid direct drainage water contact with herbicides.

· Remove all foreign debris that hinders system operation.

· Install and maintain fences to control livestock access when adjacent fields are used for pasture.

· Replace weathered or displaced rock riprap to constructed grade.

· Immediately repair any vandalism, vehicular, or livestock damage.

· Eradicate or otherwise remove all rodents or burrowing animals.  Immediately repair any damage caused by rodent activity.

SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR YOUR IRRIGATION FIELD DITCH

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE OFFICE FOR ANY ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE YOU MIGHT NEED FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN FOR YOUR IRRIGATION FIELD DITCH.
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