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PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS & ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

CHECKLIST
Client/Business Name      
Tract       

Planner       
Date       

I.  PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS

(document decisions on Form NRCS-CPA-6 unless otherwise indicated)
REFERENCES

1. Is crop land included in the planning unit?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
· Attach soil loss computations or statement as to why they are not needed.

· Attach soil condition indices.

· If HEL, address NFSAM requirements.

· If irrigated, attach a copy of irrigation system evaluation and Irrigation Water Management Plan.
Crop land: land used primarily for the production of adapted, cultivated crops for harvest, either alone or in association with sod crops.  Includes fruit and nut production in groves and orchards, and ornamental/ nursery crops.
National Planning Procedures Handbook

Field Office Technical Guide Section III

Erosion Control Handbook

National Food Security Act Manual

Florida Agronomy Field Handbook

Florida Irrigation Guide

2. Is grazing land included in the planning unit?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – Attach:

· Forage Inventory (FL-ECS-2).

· Annual Grazing Plan (FL-ECS-1)* and Stocking Assessment Records (FL-ECS-3)*.

· Soil loss computations or statement as to why they are not needed.

· Irrigation Water Management Plan*.

· Forage Harvest Management Job Sheet (use for Hay and Silage)*.

· Range condition class determinations (FL-ECS-4).  (Use for Grazed Rangeland and Native Pasture.)*

*As applicable

Grazing land includes grazed forest, grazed range, native or naturalized pasture, and pasture, as defined in the National Planning Procedures Handbook, Part 600.31
National Planning Procedures Handbook

Field Office Technical Guide, Sections II, III, & IV

National Range and Pasture Handbook

3. Is forest land included in the planning unit?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
· List forest types and identify on plan map.

· Prepare needed conservation alternatives for erosion control and/or forest management.
· Attach soil loss computations or statement as to why they are not needed.
Forest land: land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural, or introduced plant community) and use is primarily for production of wood products.
National Planning Procedures Handbook

Field Office Technical Guide Sections II, III, & IV

National Forestry Manual 

National Forestry Handbook 

Silviculture Best Management Practices Manual, Florida Dept. of Forestry, 2000

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS, cont.
REFERENCES

4. Is confined livestock land included in the planning unit?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
· Consider all six of the CNMP planning elements when planning.

· As a minimum, Manure and Wastewater Handling and Storage, Land Treatment Practices, Nutrient Management and Record Keeping must be included.

Confined livestock land:  A land use dedicated to the facilitation and production of high intensity animal agriculture in a containment facility where nutritional requirements are obtained from other lands or feed sources.  Includes areas such as milking barns, holding lots, heavy use areas, waste treatment lagoons, composting facilities, chicken houses, farrowing houses, and equipment sheds.
Comprehensive Nutrient Management Planning (CNMP) – Technical Guidance

Field Office Technical Guide, Sections III & IV



5. Is there nutrient and/or pest management applied to the planning unit?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
· Include nutrient and/or pest management section.

· Use Forms FL590JS, FL-CPA-13 through 19, FL-CPA-22, FL-CPA-23, FL-CPA-24A&B, FL-CPA-25, FL-CPA-32, FL-CPA-41 and WIN-PST Soil/Pesticide Reports as applicable. 
National Planning Procedures Handbook

Field Office Technical Guide, Sections III & IV

Agricultural Waste Management Field Handbook

Florida Agronomy Field Handbook

190-General Manual, Parts 402 and 404

6. Are there fish and/or wildlife considerations in the planning unit?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
· Record major habitat types (ecological communities/land use).

· Record major wildlife species expected or desired.

· Prepare wildlife habitat evaluation (See National Biology Manual, FL 519.1).

· Prepare alternatives to improve fish and wildlife habitat or minimize/avoid damage to fish and wildlife habitat due to installation of conservation practices.
National Planning Procedures Handbook

National Biology Manual

National Biology Handbook

26 Ecological Communities of Florida 

Field Office Technical Guide, Sections III & IV

Management for Wildlife:  A Supplement to Wildlife Standards and Specifications in Florida (NRCS)



7. Are engineering practices planned?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – Refer to appropriate technical manuals, handbooks, practice standards and O & M requirements.
National Engineering Field Handbook

Agricultural Waste Management Field Handbook

Florida Irrigation Guide

8. Are there existing pipelines, utility lines or easements?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes – Identify location on map and request that property owner notify the utility company of construction to be done in the area.
National Engineering Manual, Part 503, Safety



9. Are there Human Considerations (Economic and/or Social) to be addressed?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No - Document decisions and continue planning.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes –Record on form SCS-CPA-52 under Economic and Social Considerations.
National Planning Procedures Handbook

Field Office Technical Guide, Sections I & III

National Social Sciences Manual

450-General Manual, Part 401

II.  ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS

For use in completing Special Environmental Concerns portion of Form SCS-CPA-52

Document presence/absence and “no effect” decisions on Form SCS-CPA-52.

(Entering a  FORMCHECKBOX 
 below indicates completion of action item)
REFERENCES

1.  Consideration of Prime, Unique or Locally Important Farmlands

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If prime, unique or locally important farmlands are present in the planning unit, identify on a soils map or legend.  Discuss importance with client and discourage conversion to other uses.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect on prime, unique or locally important farmlands will occur (either positive or negative), document on NRCS-CPA-6 form.  Address the effect that assistance will have on these lands and how this assistance insures compliance with agency policy as stated in the General Manual.

Prime farmland:  Land that has the best combination of physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, or oilseed crops and is available for these uses.  Prime farmland is located in northwest and north central Florida.

Unique farmland:  Land other than prime farmland that is used for production of specific high value food and fiber crops (e.g., citrus, avocado, mango, papayas, strawberries, vegetables, and sugarcane).  Generally located in central and southern parts of the state.  

Locally important farmland:  Farmland of statewide or local importance for the production of food, feed, fiber, forage, or oilseed crops, as determined by the appropriate state or local government agency(s), and that the Secretary of Agriculture determines should be considered as farmland for purposes of the Farmland Protection Policy Act.
310-General Manual, Parts 401 and 403

2.  Protection of Threatened and/or Endangered Species

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Identify state and federally listed species whose range and habitat needs indicate they are likely to occur in the planning unit and check “yes” on the SCS-CPA-52 to indicate presence if likely to occur.  [Use protected species lists located in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).  Lists for Federally protected species can also be obtained from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.]  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect will occur (either positive or negative), attach an environmental evaluation (FL-ECS-7) and follow T&E Species Procedures I and II located in the National Planning and Procedures Handbook (NPPH).  For species only protected by state law, document that the client was directed to contact the appropriate office of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (animals) or Florida Division of Agriculture and Consumer Services, Division of Forestry (plants).
190-General Manual, Part 410.22 

NPPH, Part 600.5

NRCS Species Lists, FOTG, Section II

Federal Species Lists, USFWS:

1) Jacksonville (904-232-2580) http://northflorida.fws.gov/
2) Vero Beach (772-562-3909) http://verobeach.fws.gov/
3) Panama City (850-769-0052)

State Protected Species Lists:

1) FFWCC (animals) http://floridaconservation.org/pubs/endanger.html
2) FDACS (plants) http://doacs.state.fl.us/~pi/5b-40.htm#.0055
South Florida Multi-Species Recovery Plan (USFWS) 

3.  Consideration of Landscape Resources (Scenic Beauty)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Identify features (e.g., strip-cropping, field borders, farmsteads) that maintain or enhance the aesthetic value and beauty of the land and that may be affected by planning unit practices.  Emphasize application of conservation practices that will enhance scenic beauty or landscape resource values when planning.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect on a landscape resource will occur (either positive or negative), document on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect that assistance will have on landscape resources and how this assistance ensures compliance with agency policy as stated in the General Manual.
190 General Manual, Part 410.24

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, cont.
REFERENCES

4. Protection of the Coastal Zone Management Area

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect to a coastal zone management area will occur (either positive or negative), document the effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect that assistance will have on the coastal zone management area.  Typically, the effect will be manifested as a change in the water quality or quantity delivered to surface waters that are hydrologically connected to rivers or coastal marshes/swamps.

Coastal Zone Management Areas are (1) the coastal waters and adjacent shorelines, including the lands or waters inside and under those zones; and (2) areas that strongly influence adjacent coastal zones of state that have coastal zone management programs.  The State of Florida Coastal Zone Management Program has designated the entire state of Florida as within the coastal zone management area.  Exceptions are areas that are federally owned, leased or legally controlled solely by the Federal government, its officers or agents, and tribal lands of the Seminole and Miccosukee Indian Tribes.
Coastal Zone Management Act, Section 306(d)(2)(A)

Florida Coastal Zone Management Act (F.S. 380, Part II)

5.  Protection of Designated Natural Areas 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect to a natural area will occur (either positive or negative), document the location of natural area, and document the effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect assistance will have on natural areas and how this assistance ensures compliance with agency policy as stated in the General Manual.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If effect is negative, encourage client to consult with concerned agencies, societies and individuals to arrive at mutually satisfactory land use and treatment.  

Natural Area: Officially or informally designated (by government/non-government organizations or private landowners, respectively) units of land or water where ordinary physical and biological processes are allowed to operate with a minimum of human intervention.  Natural areas may be designated to provide recreation, preserve unique values, monitor the surrounding environment, or for other purposes.
190 General Manual, Part 410.23



6.  Protection of Wild and Scenic Rivers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect to a Wild and Scenic River will occur (either positive or negative), document location and effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect planned assistance will have on the river and how this assistance ensures compliance with agency policy as stated in the Field Office Technical Guide.
Wild and Scenic Rivers:  Free-flowing rivers that exhibit outstanding and remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values.  In Florida, portions of the Loxahatchee and Wekiva Rivers have received federal designation as Wild and Scenic Rivers.
Field Office Technical Guide, Section I

7.  Protection of Wetlands

(Note:  if there are no converted wetlands on the tract or proposed conversions in the planning unit, a certified determination may not be needed.  See Florida Guidance for Performing Certified Wetland Determinations.)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Identify potential wetland areas using procedures described in the NFSAM and Florida Wetland Mapping Conventions.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If a Certified Wetland Determination is needed, conduct per instructions in the NFSAM and Florida Wetland Mapping Conventions.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If planning activities will cause an effect to wetlands (either positive or negative), document the effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect that assistance will have on wetlands and how this assistance ensures compliance with agency policy as stated in the NFSAM, General Manual, National Planning Procedures Handbook (NPPH), and Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Instruct landowner to obtain any required permits or authorizations (e.g., Water Management District, Corps of Engineers, County/City) when wetland impacts are proposed.
NPPH

National Food Security Act Manual (NFSAM)

FOTG, Sections I and II

190-General Manual, Part 410.26

Corps of Engineers 1987 Wetland Delineation Manual

FOTG, Section I:  Florida Wetland Mapping Conventions,  Florida Guidance for Performing Certified Wetland Determinations 

Classification of Wetlands and Deep Water Habitats of the U.S. (USFWS)

National Wetland Inventory (NWI) Maps (USFWS)

National List of Plant Species That Occur in Wetlands—Southeast or Florida (USFWS)

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, cont.
REFERENCES

8.  Protection of Riparian Areas

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect to a riparian area will occur (either positive or negative), document location of riparian area, and document the effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect that assistance will have on riparian areas and how this assistance ensures compliance with agency policy as stated in the General Manual.
Riparian Area:  An ecosystem that occurs along watercourses or water bodies and is transitional between terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems in regard to vegetation and soil composition.  Examples include floodplains, streambanks and lakeshores.
190-General Manual, Part 411

9.  Protection of Special Aquatic Sites

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect to a special aquatic site will occur (either positive or negative), document location of the special aquatic site, and document the effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect that assistance will have on the site.

Special Aquatic Sites are defined in the Clean Water Act as sanctuaries or refuges, wetlands, mudflats, vegetated shallows, riffle and pool complexes, and coral reefs that possess special ecological characteristics of productivity, habitat, wildlife protection, or other important and easily disrupted ecological values.
Clean Water Act, Section 404 (b)(1), Part 230.3 and 230.10



10.  Protection of the 100-year Floodplain

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If an effect to the 100-year floodplain will occur (either positive or negative), document location of floodplain, and document the effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect assistance will have on the 100-year floodplain and how this assistance ensures compliance with agency policy as stated in the General Manual.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If the planned action is likely to have significant adverse effects on existing natural or beneficial values in the floodplain, follow guidelines in 190-GM, Part 410.25(b) and (c).

Floodplain Management:  Management in areas designated as being within the 100-year floodplain.  Management considerations are extended to the 500-year floodplain when it contains schools, hospitals, nursing homes, or facilities producing or storing volatile, toxic, or water-reactive materials.  
National Planning Procedures Handbook

190-General Manual, Part 410.25

Floodplain Maps:  HUD Flood Insurance Maps, FEMA Flood Maps



11.  Protection of Stream Channels

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If a negative effect on a stream channel will occur, identify affected area and document the effect on Form NRCS-CPA-6.  Address the effect that assistance will have on the stream channel and how this assistance ensures compliance with agency policy as stated in the General Manual.
Stream Channel Modification:  Actions that involve removal of channel obstructions by clearing, snagging, riprapping, widening, deepening, realignment or lining that alters water flow and affects the channel or adjacent riparian vegetation or wetlands.
190-General Manual, Part 410.27

[Continued on next page]

ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, cont.
REFERENCES

12.  Protection of Cultural Resources (Archaeological or Historical Sites)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If the activity/practice is considered an undertaking, conduct a review and/or survey in the Area of Potential Effect (APE) and identify any cultural resources present.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If there are no cultural resources present in the APE, document in the Cultural Resources review and survey, and continue planning.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  If cultural resources are present in the APE, determine if the activity/practice will have an adverse effect on the cultural resource:

a)  No Adverse Effect

Complete & send FL-SSC-1 to State Cultural Resources Coordinator.

b) Adverse Effect

If an adverse effect cannot be avoided, cease all activity and contact State Cultural Resources Coordinator in order to determine significance of cultural resource(s).  Complete and send FL-SSC-1 form to the State Cultural Resources Coordinator.

Cultural Resources: All past activities and accomplishments of people.  They include buildings, objects, locations and structures that have scientific, historic and cultural value.
National Planning Procedures Handbook

Cultural Resources Programmatic Agreement 

420-General Manual, Part 401

Cultural Resource Maps

CERTIFIED PLANNING OR JOB APPROVAL AUTHORITIES

CATEGORY
LAND USE
SIGNATURE OF CERTIFIED PLANNER or PERSON WITH APPROVAL AUTHORITY
DATE
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Nutrient Management Plan
     



Pest Management Plan
     



Wetland Determination
     



Engineering (Inventory & Evaluation)
     



Engineering (Design)
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