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ANIMAL QUALITY CRITERIA

5. Animal Resources  - includes all animals, wild and domestic, that are of concern to the public and land user; their habitat requirements; their effect on the ecosystems; and their health as effected by other resource management decisions.

Species of concern, including wild and domestic animals, both terrestrial and aquatic, are defined as follows:


(1)
Species the land user desires to manage.


(2)
Threatened or endangered species.

(3) Species identified as having significant economic or biological


importance to the local area.

a.
Habitat - Domestic Animals:
(i) Food.  Quantity and quality of food should be adequate to meet nutritional requirements of livestock.  Criteria are met when planned measures provide adequate quantity and quality of food to meet seasonal and/or gestational requirements. 

(ii) Cover or shelter.  Quantity and quality of cover/shelter should be adequate to protect livestock from inclement weather year round.  Criteria are met when planned measures provide adequate cover or shelter as needed for overall health and condition.

(iii) Drinking water.  Quantity of water supply should be adequate and of sufficient quality.  Water supply should also be properly distributed to meet daily needs.  Criteria are met when planned measures provide adequate drinking water of required quality and proper distribution related to cover and food for domestic animals for the intended use.  Where water is the limiting factor for the intended use, existing supplies will be maintained or improved or proper distribution of new sources will be developed.

b.       Habitat - Wildlife:
(i) Food.

(ii) Cover or shelter.

(iii) Drinking water.

For items (i) through (iii), a minimum of 30 percent of the habitat potential, for the species of concern and/or the natural community type under consideration, should be achieved regardless of the primary land use. 
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Based on case study evaluations with various wildlife habitat assessment guides, the minimum quality criteria of 30 percent will be considered met when the Essential Practices described for each land use in Section III-C are planned.  There are two crop management systems that are exceptions to this policy:  (1) continuous cotton cropping system where food grains are not in the rotation and (2) improved pastures planted in bermuda grass and/or fescue.  These systems will be planned in consultation with an NRCS wildlife biologist in order to meet the 30 percent criteria (alternatives promoting diversity and/or interspersion of wildlife friendly plant species as borders or transition zones are strongly encouraged).  The habitat potential for the species of concern and/or the natural community type will be measured using the Missouri Wildlife Habitat Assessment Guide.

When the primary land use is wildlife, the plan should be developed in consultation with an NRCS wildlife biologist in order to maximize the habitat potential for the species of concern and/or the natural community type.

(iv)
Threatened and Endangered Species.

Actions and procedures will conform with laws and established policy when threatened and endangered species or critical habitat are identified per Section I, FOTG.  Criteria are met when planned measures provide protection of suitable habitat of existing species onsite, or protection of designated critical habitat.  

c.
Management - domestic animals:

(i)
Population and resource balance.  Numbers and kinds of domestic animals should be in balance with feed, forage, space, and habitat requirements.  Criteria are met when planned measures balance the feed, forage, water, cover, space, and other habitat requirements of the planned population numbers for their intended use.  The measures for domestic animals will be based upon such methods as animal forage and feed balance sheets; stocking rates or confinement spacing; and grazing management plans. 

(ii)
Animal health.  Proper attention should be given to the health of livestock.  This includes such considerations as diseases, parasites, and insects.

Criteria are met when measures and management are planned that reduce to an acceptable level the effects of poisonous plants, disease, parasites, and insects on livestock.  
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d.
Management - wildlife:

(i)
Population and resource balance.  Numbers and kinds of wildlife should not exceed the habitat's carrying capacity.  Wildlife population control may be necessary to protect and maintain certain habitats.  However such activities are the responsibility of state and federal wildlife agencies in cooperation with landowners under applicable wildlife laws.  Criteria are met when landowners conduct any necessary population control activities in accordance to state and federal wildlife laws.

(ii)
Animal health.  Poisonous plants, disease, parasites, and insects should be controlled when and where feasible. Criteria are met when measures and management are planned that reduce to an acceptable level the effects of poisonous plants, disease, parasites, and insects on the species of concern. 
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