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Farm Labor

Introduction

It is important to know the wage rate and the increase or decrease in labor requirements as it applies to the implementation of certain conservation practices.  For example, operating and maintaining a waste management system on a dairy is very labor intensive and will increase the labor requirements and as a result, costs for the client.  But, implementing a conservation tillage system the landowner will experience a decrease in labor costs through fuel and time savings.  

The increase or decrease in farm labor is an important part in formulating alternatives for the landowner during the conservation planning process.  In order to calculate a labor cost/savings as a result of the implementation of conservation practices, we must know the current wage rate.
The January, 2002 wage rate for all hired workers averaged $9.02 per hour, which was 6% increase from the average wage rate in 2001.

	Date
	All
	Field
	Livestock

	2002
	$9.02
	$8.15
	$9.05

	 January
	
	
	

	2001
	
	
	

	 October
	$8.84
	$7.70
	$8.00

	 July
	$8.65
	$7.50
	$7.65

	 April
	$8.40
	$7.75
	$7.90

	 January
	$8.29
	$7.65
	$7.90

	2000
	
	
	

	 October
	$8.72
	$8.00
	$7.30

	 July
	$8.47
	$7.75
	$7.45

	 April
	$8.53
	$7.70
	$7.80

	 January
	$8.28
	$7.40
	$7.50

	1999
	
	
	

	 October
	$8.05
	$7.05
	$7.25

	 July
	$8.32
	$7.25
	$7.30

	 April
	$8.18
	$7.40
	$6.90

	 January
	$8.31
	$7.35
	$7.00


*Taken from the “2002 Agricultural Fast Facts.”, Florida Department of Agricultural and Consumer Services
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