Filter Strip-Animal Waste Management
OPERATION & MAINTENANCE PLAN

Inspections and maintenance are required to obtain the intended function and life of the animal waste filter strip.  A maintenance program should be established by the land user to maintain capacity and vegetative cover.  Items to inspect and maintain during the life of the filter strip are:

1.
Follow your comprehensive nutrient management plan.

2. Keep livestock out of the filter area to maintain good grass cover.

3. Mow and fertilize grass or pasture areas downstream of filter strip to maintain a vigorous growth.

4. Do not use the filter strip as a travelway for farm equipment.

5. Keep filter strip free of manure build-up and standing water.

6. Mow the filter strip to maintain a dense stand of grass and reduce weeds.  Remove the grass cuttings to remove nutrients from the filter strip area.

7. Keep unnecessary water out of the filter area.  Inspect and maintain roof gutters, downspouts, and diversions twice a year.  Filter strips built for treatment of water from stacking areas require clean water input.  Do not remove clean water where it is required by the filter strip design.

8. Maintain gravel water spreaders by adding gravel and/or raking gravel spreaders smooth and level.  The level area is required to force sheet flow.

9. Frequently inspect wood or concrete water spreader structures for plugging.  Clean slots as needed.

10. Clean out settling basin when solids build up is greater than 6 inches deep.

11. Inspect concrete or wood spreader structures and settling basins twice a year for deterioration.  Repair as needed.

12.  Fill rills and small channels within filter areas promptly to promote sheet flow of wastewater.  Reseed the filled areas.
