I. INTRODUCTION

This Cultural Resource Management Procedures Manual is intended to assist Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) employees in understanding how cultural resource compliance activities will be conducted in South Dakota.  While this document specifically addresses the implementation of The State Level Agreement Between the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and The South Dakota Historic Preservation Office, signed November 2001, it also allows for the future development of consultation protocols with Tribal entities. 

Cultural Resources are evidence of past human activity. These may include pioneer homes, buildings or old roads; structures with unique architecture; prehistoric village sites; historic or prehistoric artifacts or objects; rock inscription; human burial sites; earthworks, such as battlefield entrenchments, prehistoric canals, or mounds. These nonrenewable resources often yield unique information about past societies and environments, and provide answers for modern day social and conservation problems.  Although many have been discovered and protected, there are numerous forgotten, undiscovered, or unprotected cultural resources in rural America [NRCS National web page].

NRCS considers cultural resources in its conservation planning for the same reason it protects the natural resources -- the soil, water, air, plants and animals -- on private property. Keeping natural resources in balance helps provide the basis for a healthy and profitable farm environment; keeping cultural resources provides the basis for understanding our human past. The stewardship of these nonrenewable resources is an important link in the conservation ethic that underlies the NRCS mission [NRCS National web page].

Several Federal, state, and local laws have been enacted to preserve cultural resources.  The most important of these is the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Under this and other legislation, Federal agencies, including the U.S. Department of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service, are required to protect cultural resources [NRCS National web page].
