JAVELINA

In Arizona

The Javelina is the smallest of the hoofed mammals native to Arizona.  Its range occupies all of the Arizona desert type except for two small areas west and northwest of Phoenix.  The range also extends into desert grassland, oak-woodland, and the chaparral vegetation types.  They have been found in pine and fir belts of the higher mountain ranges but these occurrences are rare.

Life History

Order             -  Artiodactyla

Family           -  Tayassuidae

Genus            -  Pecari
Species          -  tajacu
The Arizona or Sonoran javelina is also known as the pectary, musk hog, wild pig, and collared peccary.  It is similar to although smaller than the Texas peccary.  Sexes look alike being a peppered black and grey with a lighter collar.  Young are reddish tan, changing to adult color in 10 weeks from birth.  There is a musk gland on the back, 4-6 inches in front of the base of the tail.  Upper tusks on adults point straight down and are very sharp (wild boar tusks curve up).  There are usually two young per litter, and there can be two litters per year.  Breeding is yearlong with a peak in January, February, and March.  Sexual maturity is 46 weeks for males and 33 weeks for females.  Gestation period, 140-149 days.  Young are born in den sites.  Average weight at birth is one pound.  Young are able to run within a few hours of birth.  They are weaned at 6 to 8 weeks of age.  Sight is very poor, hearing is equal to man, smell is exceedingly keen.  The javelina can broadjump 6 feet from a standstill, run to 25 miles per hour and are good swimmers.  Sounds are a grunt, barklike cough to warn of danger, a squeal when scared or hurt and there is no mother call for young.  These are gregarious animals with a social hierarchy.  There is considerable social conflict but little bodily damage.  Cruising radius is about 3 miles.  They have a 1-3 mile home range and this territory is marked by scent posts and is defended.  The javelina has permanent scat stations usually near favorite resting places.  They sleep side-by-side at bases of cliffs, under large boulders, in dense single file, feed in loose units, and will either charge an intruder enmasse of flee in all directions.  Life expectancy ia about 20 years.  Sex ratio is 1:1.

Food habits – Mostly herbivorous.

Types of food eaten – Three representative areas are shown on the following tables.  Foods are ranked according to preference.

    Tucson Mountain                   Santa Rita Exp. Range                  Canelo Hills

Prickly pear fruit & pads
prickly pear fruit & pads
bush morning glory tubers

Sahuaro fruit
mesquite beans
century plants (all)

Mesquite beans
Arizona oak acorns
manzanita berries

Little leaf paloverde beans
white oak acorns
flat sedge rhizomes

Jojoba fruit
century plants (all)
Arizona oak acorns

Catclaw beans
pincushion cactus
white oak acorns

Barrel cactus fruit
hackberry fruit 
sotol (all)

The use of various food plants vary widely by months.  Prickly pear makes up 90 percent or more of food except in wet months of July and August.  Acorns make us bulk of diet late in fall season.  Legume beans make up bulk of diet in early fall season.  Some beetles, grubs, and worms are taken.  There has been no reliable data,, rumors to the contrary, that javelina eat small mammals and carrion.  Animal foods (mostly insects) make up only a minute portion of the diet.  Small amounts of covena, anemone, mariposa lilies, and ajo lilies are rooted out in the spring.  Very little grass is consumed, however, trace amounts of brome, squirrel tail, and fescue are used early in spring.

Cover – Javelina are found in dense brush and are not common where there are no extensive brush stands.  During cold periods javelina seek the shelter of crevices, caves, and old mine tunnels.

Water – Where cactus is abundant, water is not required as often as in areas devoid of cactus.  Water is necessary, however, on all javelina habitat.  Abundant water probably makes for larger, better-conditioned herds.

Management

The javelina’s welfare does not revolve around the vitally important forage problems that confront cattlemen.  Javelina thrives on depleted or overgrazed rangelands where cactus has invaded.  There are a few management aspects that should be considered.

1. Do not clear brush or thickets along watercourses, arroyos, near bluffs, cliffs or thickets on flood plains when planting brush control on rangelands.

2. When developing range water for livestock, build so that javelina can escape from the water if they fall in.  Javelina do not pollute water sources.  They are, by far, the cleanest animals using desert watering places.

3. Leave all large oak trees on all javelina habitat.  Acorns are important feed.

4. Leave all cave openings and horizontal mine slopes open for cold weather protection.

5. Practice some form of coyote control on known javelina territories.  Coyotes prey heavily on both young and adult alike.

Although the javelina is a valuable game animal in Arizona, extra protection is needed due to heavy poaching.

References – Part 1 – 4, 6, 7, 13, 14, 35

