Section III – Resource Management Systems

Idaho


Resource Management Systems: Plants

Plant Suitability:

A.
Adaptability

Definition:
Plants are not adapted to the soil and climatic conditions of the site.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Plants are adapted to the soil and climatic conditions of the area and do not adversely affect the other resources.

Indicator:
Visual observation, client interview, soil survey, and other available information for the site.

B.
Suitability

Definition:
Plants are not suitable to the soil and climatic conditions of the site.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Plants are suitable for the intended use and do not adversely affect the other resources.

Indicator:
Visual observation, client interview, soil survey, and other available information for the site.

Plant Condition:

A.
Productivity 

Cropland Productivity:

Definition:
Managed plants do not produce yields, cover or habitat in the desired quantity, quality, or timeliness needed.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Production meets the producer’s objectives and does not adversely affect the other resources.

Indicator:
Visual observation, client interview, soil survey, and other available information for the site.

Hay and Pastureland Productivity:

Definition:
Plants do not produce forage, cover, or habitat in the quantity, quality, or timeliness needed.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Production meets the producer’s objectives and does not adversely affect the other resources.

Indicator:
Visual observation, client interview, soil survey, and other available information for the site.

Rangeland Productivity:

Definition:
Plants do not produce forage, cover, or habitat in the quantity, quality, or timeliness needed.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Rangeland meets an ecological site index rating of 60% or more.

Indicator:
Visual observation, client interview, National Range and Pasture Handbook, soil survey, and other available information for the site.

Seeded Rangeland Productivity:

Definition:
Plants do not produce forage, cover, or habitat in the quantity, quality, or timeliness needed.

Quality Criteria
Target:
75% of production by weight is comprised of desirable plant species, and production is at 75% of the site potential.

Indicator:
Visual observation, client interview, National Range and Pasture Handbook, soil survey, and other available information for the site.

Forestland Productivity:

Definition:
Plants do not produce forage, cover, or habitat in the quantity, quality, or timeliness needed.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Stand density for the desirable tree species is within 25% of normal stocking according to site index.

Indicator:
Visual observation, client interview, soil survey, and other available information for the site.

B.
Health and vigor

Definition:
Plants do not manufacture sufficient plant food to continue the growth cycle or to reproduce.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Plants are adapted and attain the expected growth potential for the site. 

Indicator:
Visual observation, interview with client, soil survey and other available information for the site.

Plant Management:

A.
Establishment, growth, and harvest

Definition:
Management inadequately provides for the needs of plant establishment, growth, and harvest.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Plants are managed for the intended use, and applied management does not adversely affect the other resources.

Indicator:
Visual observation, interview with client, soil survey and other available information for the site.

B.
Nutrients

Definition:
The correct amount of plant nutrients are not available to meet plant needs.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Nutrients are applied at rates that meet the producer’s yield objectives and do not adversely affect the other resources.

Indicator:
Visual observation, interview with client, and the Idaho Fertilizer Guide.

C.
Pests

Definition:
Pests (undesirable brush, weeds, insects, diseases, and fungi) have a harmful effect on the plant species of concern and the manager's objectives.

Quality Criteria
Target:
Planned treatment is applied that controls target pests, and does not adversely affect the other resources.

Indicator:
Visual observation, interview with client, and other available information for the site.

16
2
Rev. September 2001


