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Practice Life

Introduction

The practice life, or useful life, is the expected number of years that the structural practice will maintain a functional performance of its intended use.  Recognition that the practice life and functional performance of a practice is dependent upon adequate operation and maintenance serves to enhance the objective and investment of conservation.

The landowner should be informed of the practice life, and consequently the operation and maintenance costs relating to conservation practice(s) that he/she is planning to implement.  This information may influence what alternative the customer, partner or cooperator may choose, since it will effect the average annual costs.

Generalized values of practice life expectancy are practical and serve to recognize the importance of adequate operation and maintenance.  A list of practice lives are maintained in the National Operation and Maintenance Manual, Subpart E, 500.42.
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