Field Office Technical Guide - Section III
Quality Criteria

ANIMALS

Concerns
Criteria and Meeting Criteria
Tools
Laws and Regulations


Domestic Animals:

Living Conditions
Criteria:

· Quality and quantity of food, water, cover and living conditions are adequate to maintain animal health.

Criteria are met by the following:

· Water is potable and palatable and is distributed as needed to meet seasonal requirements.

· Domestic animals are in adequate health and condition according to Land Grant University (LGU), veterinarian, or other accepted/approved guides/criteria.

· Shelter needs of animals meet legal requirements and are consistent with LGU recommendations.
Observation;  stocking rates, plant production data, Interview with client

FOTG
(see Div. of Animal Industries)

Animals:

Terrestrial and Aquatic Wildlife:

Food, Water, Cover and/or Space
The requirement for a RMS may be met even though plant and soil resources are adversely impacted by excess wildlife over which the landowner/user has no control and there is adequate documentation.

Criteria:

· Current or planned land use and management provides support for the existing or planned wildlife to be maintained indefinitely. OR

· A natural, healthy ecosystem supports an appropriate diversity of terrestrial and/or aquatic habitat as per a biological assessment.

Criteria can be met by the following:

· Quality and quantity of food, water, cover and space are adequate to maintain animal health for identified species of concern; or,

· The ecosystem supports a diversity habitat(s) by:

· Native plant species are prevalent.

· Invasive non-native plant species are controlled (eradicated or in equilibrium with predators).

· The ecosystem exhibits a structure system with different strata and components.

· The size and connectivity to other natural ecosystems is sufficient to provide natural functions.
Observation;

Plant production data

State native plant list or guidance

Vendor lists for native species

National Biology Manual

National Forestry Manual

PLANTS
Endangered Species Act - as amended.

Animals – Threatened and Endangered Species
Criteria:

· Planned activities are consistent with the conservation of all federal and state listed Threatened and Endangered Species, including federally proposed and candidate species and state species of concern and their designated critical habitat where they exist.

Criteria are met by the following:

· Review is made of Threatened and Endangered Species maps and/or through site visits and personal skill and knowledge to determine if listed species is found on planned area.  If present, a note is made on resource inventory

· If a federally listed Threatened and Endangered Species is present on planned area, and there is disturbance proposed, develop Habitat Conservation Plan that meets intent of the Endangered Species Act.

· If a state listed species Threatened and Endangered Species is present and there is disturbance proposed, consult with State.
Section I FOTG

State Threatened and Endangered Species Maps

Observation
Endangered Species Act (Sect 9)

Endangered Species Act - species lists.

NH RSA 212-A:2, Endangered Species Conservation Act



