Resource Consideration  : Quality (Surface Water)



Types of Concerns and problems 
Definitions
quality criteria
assessment tool(s)
data needs and sources
laws, regulations and guidance

Pesticide contamination of surface water

Resource Concern Code
(Code: WS3)
Surface water pollution that results from the use of pesticides.

Beneficial uses of surface water are impacted by contaminants.
Criteria:

*  Manage pesticides by following Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management regulations of Cooperative Extension and container label instructions

*  Appropriate Risk assessment tool resulting in a low rating
Risk Assessment Tool, i.e., Phosphorus Leaching Index, Pesticide Runoff Index, (WIN-PST)
NRCS-TP 161_ "Water Quality Indicator Guide: Surface Water" (NRCS, 1991).

Nitrate Leaching Index

NAPRA

WIN-PST

Phosphorus Leaching Index

Farm * A * Syst.

Well Testing 

Soil Testing (PSNT, Indices and stalk Nitrate Test, or other tissue tests for other crops to monitor available nutrients)

USGS - Reports ( look for site or sources) or other water quality studies (local, state or federal)

State Best Management Practices (BMP) Handbooks.
Clean Water Act - as amended

Coastal Zone Management Act

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act - as amended

Safe Drinking Water Act - as amended

Federal Drinking Water Health Advisories for Pesticides

NRCS - 460 GM Part 401 - Water Quality Policy

40 CFR 141 - 143 - National Primary and Secondary Water Regulations

Nutrient and organic contamination of surface water

Resource Concern Code
(Code: WS1)
Result from the handling and use of applied nutrients and wastes.
Criteria:

*  Store, transfer, and apply nutrient and organic wastes by following the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management regulations, recommendations of Cooperative Extension, and the Natural Resources Conservation Service.




Pathogen contamination of surface water.

Resource Concern Code
(Code: WS2)

Criteria:

*  Manage source area to minimize or prevent contamination.




Sediment and suspended solids contamination of surface water

Resource Concern Code
(Code: WS7)

Criteria:

*  Manage source area or intercept suspended solids and treat to meet state water quality criteria.




Undesirable water temperature 

Resource Concern Code
(Code: WS9)
Surface water temperature changes that have a adverse impact upon the intended use or species of concern.
Criteria:

*  Control surface water temperature or adjust resource use.




(  )  Resource Concern Code used for EQIP fund accounting.

