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In this section, the potential productivity of merchantable or common trees on a soil is
expressed as a site index and as a volume number. The site index is the average height, in
feet, that dominant and codominant trees of a given species attain in a specified number
of years. The site index applies to fully stocked, even-aged, unmanaged stands.
Commonly grown trees are those that forest managers generally favor in intermediate or
improvement cuttings. They are selected on the basis of growth rate, quality, value, and
marketability. More detailed information regarding site index is available in the "National
Forestry Manual," which is available in local offices of the Natural Resources
Conservation Service or on the Internet.

The volume of wood fiber, a number, is the yield likely to be produced by the most
important trees. This number, expressed as cubic feet per acre per year and calculated at
the age of culmination of the mean annual increment (CMAI),
indicates the amount of fiber produced in a fully stocked, even-aged, unmanaged stand.

Trees to manage are those that are preferred for planting, seeding, or natural
regeneration and those that remain in the stand after thinning or partial harvest.
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