Field Office Technical Guide - Section III
Quality Criteria

Resource:  PLANTS

Concerns
Criteria and Meeting Criteria
Tools
Laws and Regulations


Suitability
Criteria:

· Plants selected, or being managed, are suitable for the intended use, adapted to the soil and climactic conditions of the area as shown in the FOTG, or the site is adequately modified.

Criteria can be met by the following:

· Plants selected are suitable for the site and are not on the state list of invasive plants.

· The site has been modified without adversely affecting other resources and the plants are not on the state list of invasive plants.

· Plants selected are not native but are sustainable on the site, are not negatively impacting other resources, and are not on the federal or state lists of invasive plant species.
Visual observation

Interview client

Soil Survey

PLANTS Database: http://plants.usda.gov/

VegSpec: http://ironwood.itc.nrcs.usda.gov/Netdynamics/Vegspec/pages/HomeVegspec.htm
Federally Identified Noxious Weeds: www.fs.fed.us/r9/weed/

Invasive Species Home Page: www.invasivespecies.gov

NRCS Invasive Species Policy.

Condition 

Productivity:
Selection and Management

Condition 

Productivity:
Selection and Management
(Continued)
Criteria:

· Plant selection or management will meet reasonable landowner objectives while protecting the resource base.

Criteria can be met by the following:

· Crop, pasture, or forest productivity equals or exceeds reasonable landowner objectives, while the resource base is protected.

· Dominant native or introduced plant species are appropriate for the forage, agronomic, or commercial use; well adapted to the site; and their stand density is maintained or improved.

· Crops are grown in a planned sequence that meets the conservation, production, and decision-maker objectives. Weeds, insects, other pests, and diseases are adequately treated.

· Cover on pasture or forestland is adequate to prevent degradation of the applicable resource base.

· Forestland shall be managed to minimize damage from wildfires, erosion, disease, and insect pests (e.g. - storm damage, wind-shear post thinning, etc).

· Forestland that is grazed shall also be managed to meet the needs of the forage plants, animals, and the objectives of the decision-maker while protecting the forest stand.

· On wildlife land, recreation land, and other land: Adapted or native plants are in sufficient quantity and quality to improve or protect the defined resource.

· Soil cover is maintained using suitable plants or other cover to keep soil erosion within acceptable limits, minimize runoff, and manage infiltration.

· Where plantings are used for human health/comfort and aesthetic needs, the selected plant materials will meet the specific landowner objectives while not having an adverse environmental impact or violate local, State. or Federal laws (controlled substances).

· Plant damage by wind erosion does not result in significant yield or stand reductions.

· On urban land, soil cover is maintained using suitable plants or other cover to keep soil erosion within acceptable limits, minimize runoff, and manage infiltration, moderate climate, conserve moisture, and meet aesthetic concerns.
Refer to appropriate guidelines for forest and pasture cover management.


Condition 

Productivity:
Reproduction and Sustainability
Criteria:

· Plants manufacture sufficient food to complete their growth cycle, including natural regeneration where applicable, and are harvested in a timely manner to sustain productivity.

Criteria can be met by the following:

· Seeding dates, seedbed preparation, planting, fertility, and weed control are based on current recommendations of the local land grant institution.

· Crops are not over grazed or over harvested.



Condition

Health and Vigor
Generally, land in poor or fair ecological condition is managed for improvement, and land in good to excellent ecological condition will be maintained or improved.  In some special situations, poor or fair ecological condition could be maintained to meet special objectives of the decision-maker as long as there is no degradation of natural resources.

Criteria:

· Plants do not show evidence of stress and growth is not impaired due to lack of management, excesses or deficiencies of nutrients or water, noxious weeds, invasive species, diseases and insects.

Criteria can be met by one or more of the following:

· Nutrient application, amounts, methods, and timing for any land use are based on plant nutrient requirements, environmental considerations, production requirements, soil test recommendations, soil fertility, soil potential limitations including soil phosphorus threshold values, and the types of practices planned. 

· Pest management methods for any land use are based on target pests, pesticide label instructions, environmental considerations, production requirements, soil, climate, and other planned practices.

· Water management issues are addressed.

· Noxious weeds and invasive species, if present are controlled or eliminated to meet the management needs of the producer as well as Federal, State, or local laws.

· Plant damage by wind erosion does not result in significant yield or stand recuctions.
Recommended procedures for developing and documenting  plans for nutrient and pest management are found in the:

· General Manual, Title 190, Section 403, and

· National Agronomy Manual, Section 503, Subpart B and C.

Land grant university guidance for crop nutrient requirements.

Federally Identified Noxious Weeds: www.fs.fed.us/r9/weed/

Invasive Species Home Page: www.invasivespecies.gov
Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act.

State invasive species and noxious weed laws.

Condition:

Threatened and Endangered species.
Criteria:

· When threatened and endangered species are identified and present on a site, action and procedures will conform to laws and established policy.  NOTE: Employees are cautioned to follow minimum procedures for assessment, documentation, and protection prior to any undertaking.

Criteria can be met by the following:

· Plant resources are identified and state and local procedures are followed.
Section I, FOTG, State List of Threatened and Endangered species

Natural Heritage Data Base


Endangered Species Act - as amended.

Endangered Species Act - species lists.

MN Endangered Species Statute

USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service
- 4 -


Minnesota

June 24, 2002


