CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP) COVER ESTABLISHMENT AND MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
Nebraska Conservation Planning Sheet 19T (Revised June 2000)


Landuser:

Date:
January 31, 2001

CRP Contract No./Revision No. :

Tract No.

Field No.


Conditions that require ACTION TO ESTABLISH AND/OR MAINTAIN PROPER VEGETATIVE COVER (INCLUDING GRASS/LEGUME/FORB AND TREE/SHRUB COVER)

1. Undesirable plants that are interfering with the establishment/survival of desirable grasses/legumes/forbs

2. Noxious weeds are present

3. Sodbound or shaded grasses (excessive mulch/low plant vigor)

4. Lack of plant diversity and proper vegetative cover (vegetative cover agreed to in CRP contract is not present)

5. Bare ground (stand is not thick enough to provide erosion control and/or proper vegetative cover)

6. Undesirable plants that are interfering with the establishment/survival of desired tree/shrub establishment

ACTIONS NEEDED TO ESTABLISH AND/OR MAINTAIN PROPER VEGETATIVE COVER (INCLUDING GRASS/LEGUME/FORB AND TREE/SHRUB COVER)

General Requirements For Maintaining Proper Vegetative Cover

Appropriate maintenance practice(s) will encourage plant health and diversity in order to maintain the proper vegetative cover (as agreed to in CRP contract) and enhance wildlife habitat.  When any of the six conditions listed above are present the use of the appropriate maintenance practice(s) is required.  Maintenance practice(s) will be completed on a rotational basis so that up to 1/3 of the area is disturbed in a given year.  Maintenance practice(s) that are not listed for specific fields shall not be used without NRCS approval.  Maintenance practice(s) are restricted to the time periods listed for individual practices to protect nesting birds and young wildlife, except when necessary to control noxious weeds and during stand establishment on new seedings/interseedings.

General Weed Control Requirements For Establishing Grass/Legume/Forb Cover
The primary cause of grass/legume/forb seeding failures is weed competition.  Every attempt should be made to control weeds prior to seeding (i.e. use of pre-emergent herbicides, previous weed control, cover crops, etc.).  Appropriate weed control methods will be used in a timely fashion when weeds threaten stand establishment.  CRP participants may be required to re-establish cover at their expense if an adequate stand of grasses/legumes/forbs is not obtained due to poor weed control (wrong control method, poor timing, or lack of weed control).  Cost-share may be authorized only within the first 12 months after seeding for post-emergence weed control.  Mowing/clipping is relatively ineffective for annual grass weed control, but may be effective for broadleaf weed control.  Mowing/clipping must be above the height of the seeded grasses/legumes/forbs, and is most effective in June and early July.

General Requirements for the Maintenance and Establishment of Tree/Shrub Cover

The primary cause of tree/shrub planting failures is weed competition or improper seedbed preparation.  Every attempt should be made to control weeds prior to planting (i.e. use of pre-emergent herbicides, previous weed control, cover crops, etc.). When weeds inhibit tree/shrub establishment, weeds will be mowed/clipped next to the trees/shrubs, or sprayed with appropriate herbicides.  Cost-share is not authorized after the first 12 months for post emergence weed control.  Consider using fabric mulch in areas where moisture is severely limited or serious weed competition exists.

Trees/shrubs will be replanted as necessary in 2nd and subsequent years until the desired stand is obtained.  Tree/shrub plantings are considered established when survival for the entire planting is at least 70 percent without any significant voids after the third growing season (refer to Forestry Technical Note No. 63 for more information).  If an adequate tree/shrub stand is not obtained due to the lack of weed control, the CRP participants may be required to re-establish cover at their expense.

General Herbicide Use Requirements

· All herbicides must be applied according to the current GUIDE FOR WEED MANAGEMENT IN NEBRASKA and specific product label restrictions (care must be taken to avoid damage to trees/shrubs). 

· Use of labeled herbicides is appropriate when undesirable plants are hindering establishment of grass/legumes/forbs, or as a tool to maintain and enhance proper vegetative cover as agreed to in the CRP contract.

· Spot spraying at the appropriate time for target weed species is preferred.

· Avoid herbicides that cause damage to the proper stand of grasses/legumes/forbs.

· PLATEAU herbicide may be used (for post and/or pre-emergent weed control) prior to seeding and after establishment on warm season grasses with forbs/legumes.

· Atrazine may be used for pre-emergent weed control prior to seeding Switchgrass or Big bluestem and after establishment of all warm season grasses without legumes/forbs.

Noxious Weed Control Requirements

· State law requires the control of noxious weeds.

· The best control method for specific noxious weed species will be used.  Contact your county weed authority for the best method and timing.

· Scout and treat for noxious weeds on a timely basis.

· Always make follow-up inspections after each control treatment for missed plants.

· Individual plants of Musk or Plumeless Thistle and Spotted or Diffuse Knapweed can be dug or pulled.

· Spot spraying with appropriate herbicides, such as PLATEAU or TORDON (see current GUIDE FOR WEED MANAGEMENT IN NEBRASKA and specific product label), is often the preferred control method, and in some cases the only acceptable method, to control established stands of Canada Thistle or Leafy Spurge.

· Avoid use of light disking and/or interseeding legumes/forbs in areas of fields infested with any noxious weeds.  Tillage may cause germination of seeds and spread of infestations by the transport of seed [of any of the noxious weeds] or by the transport of roots [of Canada thistle and Leafy spurge].
Mowing/Shredding

· Mowing/shredding wide strips (100 feet or wider) alternated with unmowed strips is desired for wildlife habitat.

· Mowing/shredding for hunting access, or other purposes that are not necessary to correct one of the six conditions that require use of this practice is not allowed.

· Mowing/shredding will not be done between April 1st and July 15th in order to protect nesting birds and young wildlife, unless needed during stand establishment for new seedings/interseedings.

· No more than 1/3 of the contract acreage will be mowed/shredded in one year, and will not be done in the same location more than once every three years, unless needed for weed control during stand establishment for new seedings/interseedings.

· When mowing/shredding a whole field, it must be on a rotational basis (every three years) with several other fields in order to maintain proper vegetative cover.  Mowing/shredding from the middle of the field out will minimize the potential for wildlife injury.

· If emergency haying and/or grazing are authorized, haying and/or grazing according to an approved haying and grazing plan may be substituted.

· Mowed vegetation will be shredded or burned if excessive residue will harm the grass/legume/forb stand.  If burned, all state and local laws and regulations must be followed.

Time Frame for Mowing/Shredding:


Fields/Acres:


Light Disking

· No more than 1/3 of the contract acreage will be disked in one year, and will not be done in the same location more than once every three years.

· This practice is applicable on sites with heavy soils (silt loams, silty clay loams, silty clays, etc.) to stimulate sodbound grasses where excessive mulch and low plant vigor is present.  This practice may also be applicable on lighter soils (loams, sandy loams) if done in strips, but must be approved by NRCS.

· Light disking is limited to between September 1st and April 1st to protect nesting birds and young wildlife.

· Tillage is limited to disking at a 1 to 3 inch depth.

· Disking wide strips (100 feet or wider) within a field is desired for wildlife habitat.

· Approved legumes/forbs may be interseeded in conjunction with light disking as follows:

Approved Legumes/Forbs (circle):
Alfalfa
Red clover
Sweet clover
Other(s):


Time Frame for Disking:


Fields/Acres:


Prescribed Burning
· Special precautions need to be taken to avoid damage to trees/shrubs.

· Prescribed burning for weed control during stand establishment (in the 2nd or subsequent years) for new seedings/interseedings may be completed after May 1st if necessary.

· Prescribed burning prior to May 1st can be utilized on a rotational basis on established grass stands, for maintaining proper vegetative cover and/or enhancing wildlife cover.

· A prescribed burn plan must be developed prior to the burn and must comply with state and local laws and regulations, and the Field Office Technical Guide standard for Prescribed Burning (338).

· A burn permit must be obtained from the local fire department before the prescribed burn can be conducted.

· The Conservation Plan of Operations must include Prescribed Burning (338) or revised to include it.

· Landusers are liable for any damage and are responsible for confining prescribed burns to their own land.

Time Frame for Burning:


Fields/Acres:


Other Actions Needed to Maintain Proper Vegetative Cover

Activity and Time Frame:


Fields/Acres:


